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PREFACE 

Physicians tell us that it is al)soluteIy necpssary, in 
order to obtain and retain good liealtli, to liave a hearty 
laugh every day. If any page of tliis little voluuie has that 
desired effect on the reader, the object of its production 
will be accomplished. 
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rriAPTEii I 

'^^THE CAYA. OF THE wn>n'" 

Did tou ever hear tlie sayinj>-: "Evorvbody likos a 
change?" Certainly you Iiave. Tlie only thing on e^trtli 
that does not like a cliange is an animal. Tliey wonld 
ratlier die than leave their happy Jionie. The only ditfer- 
euce between a hnnian Iteing and an animal so fai- as a 
change is coneerned is tliat the animal knows when lie is 
well off, whereas the human family have to Jiiake the 
change in order to ascertain what tlie animal already 
knows. 

For several years a family — fatlier, mother and 
daughter — resided in the suburbs of New York Pity. 
"■^Mien tlu» melancholy days have conu^, tlie saddest of the 
year," or in otlier words when tlie leaves began to fall, the 
mother and daugliter often remarked hoAv pleasant it must 
be to spend the Avinter in the city. The more they thought 
of it the more determined they became to make the move. 
Against the AA'ishes of tlie father they decided to close their 
house for tlie winter months, discharge the help and rent a 
furnished apartment in the big town. The question how to 
proceed was forced upon them. A friend told tliem to put 
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;in "ad" in a ii(''\YS])a]icr. After r(insnltati<iii tlip friend 
wnilc i)u( llic "ad," ^\•lli(•ll read as 1u1I()A\s: "Wauled for (he 
winter montlis, a fnrnislied apartment witli eie\at()r, bj' a 
family of tliree adults, must lie <>n the \\'est Hide in the 
nei.<>-hl)orli()od (if the nineties. Keqnire a kitchenette and 
restanrant in Imildini;-. Address Chan.^e, Herald OHfiee." 




Herald Siiuare. 

Tlie next nidrninii' and tor si'\-eral days thereafter "Chantie" 
seemed to lie very ]i(i]inlar in Herald S(]nare. The answers 
A\-ere .m'one oa'cm', those s(deeted that seemed to meet the 
i'e([nirements, and the mother and dauiihter started on the 
linnt. There are few jieople on earth Avho haven't been 
house huntini;, so (ine can imaiiine what the ladies went 
throuiih ei-e they found tiieir abode for the winter. 
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Several trunks and nnnKn-ons .^rijis w(^re packed, the 
water turned ofl', tlu' maids turned adrift and a hi<i New 
Foundland doii', witli an anxious expression, shipped to the 
nearest dos^ kennel. 

The father, wlio was a "commuter," was informed that 
lie was gulping liis last breakfast for the i)resent in the old 
liome and was given a nundier and street on a card where 
he would find his better half and daughter as the sun was 
sinking among tlie Jersey hills. 

After doing some sliopping and taking luncheon the 
mother and daugliter sought their future home and were 
carried to the seventh floor by the elevator, manipulated 
by an ebony attendant. As the ladies sailed through the 
various rooms of the apartment, they discussed the changes 
that one tenant invariably makes oA'er his predecessor. As 
they looked out of tlie different windows the daugliter re- 
marked, "Why, motlier, Ave don't look on to a street. What 
we thought was a street is a court." Tlie motlier inquired, 
"What is this on the other side?" "That is a court also." 
"Well, don't say anything to yc^ir father, he will never 
know the difference." The daughter almost burst into tears 
at the thought of entertaining her male and female friends, 
especially the former, in a rear apartment. But the apart- 
ment was in a tirst-class neighborhood, elegantly furnished 
and the courts Avhite, wide and airy, one opening into River- 
side Drive, and as the lease had been signed, the ladies soon 
became reconciled to their surroundings. They had looked 
at so many apartments they hardly knew wJiat they had 
rented. 

The trunks and grips began to arrive, and as the clock 
in Saint Michael's was striking the hour of six, in walked 
the party whom we all "S. (). S." when in financial dis- 
tress. Fortunately for the ladies, as the head of the house 
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strolled np Broadway Avitli a friend, lie had dropped into 
a cafe, was in a lia]i]>y frame of mind and somewhat 
oblivions to snrroiindiiiii's, so everythini; looked ijood to 
him, the eonrts inclnded. A ]nai<l who slept ont and did 
the chaml>er Avork for the party who sublet the apartment 
to the Chaniie family, consented to remain as manipulator 
of the bed linen and head duster of the furnishinf!;s. 

How unfortunate it was that the Change family chose 
vSaturday for embarkin.t!,' in the furnished apartment line, 
for of all the nights in the big city Saturday is the noisiest. 
Everyltody knows they can sleejj Sunday, so the time of 
going to bed Saturday night, or Sunday morning rather, 
is a secondary consideration. 

The country home of the ("hange family was on Long 
Island. The house stood in the center of a beautiful seven- 
acre place, laid off in lawns and driveways. Large trees 
surrounded the house, which A\as well back from the high- 
way. Everything was peaceful and quiet. The chirping 
birds built their nests in the trees, shrubbery and wistaria. 
The hum of the little insects in the grass, including the 
"six weeks to frost" katy-did and katy-didn't, lulled one 
to restful sluml)er throughout the stilly night. Heretofore 
the Change family, the ladies shopping and going to places 
of amusement and the "Governor" at his desk, spent nearly 
every day 'midst the roar and rattle of the big city but 
when twilight was approaching they hastened to their 
(juiet Long Island home. 

On account of the necessity of having their trunks 
ready for tlie tii'st ex]tress, so they would surely arrive at 
the city apartment the same day, the Change family had 
arisen earlier than usual, in fact the anxiety of the move 
had resulted in a sleepless night, so they decided to retire 
early. All through the day and before one retires at night 
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noises you do not particularly notice, but Avlien one pre- 
pares for the nifilit and presses liis head into a pillow and 
gambles on the arrival of Morpheus, the eardrum is found 
an important factor. Unfortunately for the Change family, 
notwithstanding it was December, the Aveather was mild 
and balmy, consequently many windows in the courts, that 
were usually closed at that time of the year, were wide 
open. The elevator in the building, with a night and day 
service, was close to the Change apartment, and as there 
were forty apartments in the tAvelve-story structure, the 
elevatfu' had little rest during the twenty-four hours, and 
the colored trio ayIio ran it slammed the doors at 2 A. M. 
witli the same abandon as they did at 2 P. M. 

Across the court from the sleeping quarters of the 
Change family was a young lady, wliom evidently some one 
had told that, by diligent practice in cultivating her voice, 
Melba, Tetrazini and other operatic stars would appear 
like novices. As IIP. M. arrived and the last high notes 
of the coming star ascended over the top of the apartment 
and adjoining buildings the Change family made prepara- 
tions to retire. The walls of the apartment house were 
so thin you could hear through them. This is not news to 
the average New York dweller. The bedrooms occupied 
by the mother and daughter were on one side of the wall 
between an adjoining apartment, and it seems a piano 
was (m the other. As the motlier and daughter were about 
to "drop off" some future Paderewski commenced to get 
in his work; not only was he a Paderewski but a Caruso 
as well. Can you imagine a more deadly composite than 
that where sleep is concerned? Saint Michael's was strik- 
ing the hour of midnight when PadereAvski and Caruso 
rang down the curtain. 

Being anxious to know Iioav her lord was making it, 
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the iiuitlicr sli]i]»(Ml out of Ix'd ;ni(T jiji-toed doAvn tlip liall 
and sldjijicd al llic ddoi- (if lio' liusliand's bcdi-ooiu. Tlio 
motlioi- knew if lie was asleep slie would Iiear liiiii snoring. 
Not hearing the custoniarv snore slie silently opened the 




Thf RiNtTsiik' Court. 

door, stnek lier liead in and Avhis])ered, "Are yon ash^ep?" 
"Heavens, no, eoiiie in and lislcii to tliis. Hear tliat walk 
overhead? \\'ell, that pedestrian started just after 1 re- 
tired and yon see he is still at it. The note he has to meet 
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tomorrow must be at least a million." The father who 
had decfdetl to take a smoke, liad a good laugh as the 
mother told of T'aderewski aud Caruso. 

As tlie Governor enjoyed his cigar, voices and other 
noises resounded through the courts, but as the night wore 
on, tliey in a measure ceased. It was 2 A. ]\I. before there 
came a sufficient lull for tlie Long Island delegation to 
start on another hunt for [Morpheus. There are about two 
lionrs, say from 2 to 4 A. M., that one notices a let-up to 
the noise of the big town. Anyone who cannot exist on 
two hours of sleep out of tlie twenty-four better keep away 
from the ^Metrojjolis. When we say there is a let-up from 
2 to 4 A. ]M., we don't mean that everybody is in bed and 
traffic ceases. Far from that. Little ditt'erence does it 
make what is the hour of the twenty-four, a crowd is always 
in evidence fully dressed ready for a fight or a frolic; 
whether it is a fire on the "West Side, a shooting match on 
tlie East, a chase after a thief along Ih'oadway, a ride on 
the subway to Th'ooklyn, on tlie "L" to Harlem, a ferry- 
boat to Hobokeu or a train under the river to Long Island, 
you will not feel lonesome. 

The first flicker of tlie coming day was entering the 
apartment ere tlie diange family lost consciousness. They 
liad been asleej) barely two hours when they were awakened 
by the efi'orts of a German band in the court that opened 
into Riverside Drive. We have heard of music bringing a 
snake out of his hole, being charmed thereby, and have 
lieard it recommended to soothe the sick in the hospitals 
and stop a stamjiede from a theatre afire, but the kind of 
music produced by a German band would cause a snake to 
seek the further recesses of his abode, the hearse to roll 
into the hospital grounds, and a theatre to be stampeded 
minus the fire. I'.v the time the German band and several 
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bands of 1)oys, avIio wei-e iiieadowlarking for pennies, had 
left tlie court, Die daily rattle of milk bottles, cans and 
the \)U'/,7A-v in tlie (liiiiil>-\\aitcr be,iian and there was no 
more sleep in that a])ar(iii('nl. 

AMien a person has liecu awake nearly all night his 
head and stomach call f(jr a bracer of some kind. The 
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family were in no condition to dress and go to tlie restaur- 
ant, so (Jicy l('k'])lioiic(l for their breakfast to be sent to the 
a]iar(meiit. The daugliter nearly fainted and the father 
made a few ])oiiited remarks when they replied from the 
]'estanrant (bat it was against the rules to furnish meals 
in the a]tartments. As the family were considering what 
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to do the bell rang and the "sleep-out" girl was standing 
at the door. How glad the Change family were to see lier, 
not on account of the cliamber work, but tliey tliought 
through her they could figure out how to get something to 
eat. Fortunate it was for the Change family that the 
colored maid was one of those human beings on this earth 
without which what would we do! Blie was one of tliose 
Avho studies how to solve difficulties, not create them. 
When asked to solve a problem doesn't say, "It cannot be 
done," but "let us see." The maid knew there was a kitchen- 
ette in all the apartments. She was aware tliat finding 
stores open on Sunday was a difficult task, but around the 
corner on Broadway was a restaurant that never closed, 
where there was a darkey waiter who was trying to win 
her heart, and she knew he would shoulder the contents 
of the wdiole restaurant and pack it to Van Cortlandt Park 
if she said the word. She asked Mrs. Change if they could 
get along on coffee, eggs and rolls. "Certainly we can, and 
very glad to get it." 

The maid lit the gas in the kitchenette, filled tlie tea 
kettle half full of water and started out of the door with 
the remark: "Breakfast will be ready in 30 minutes." 
Inside of 15 minutes she returned with some ground coffee, 
milk, eggs, rolls and butter. She had noticed on tlie little 
shelf in the kitchenette the former occupant had left a 
good supply of sugar, salt and pepper. Tme to her Avord, 
before the 30 minutes expired the Change family, in their 
morning gowns, were sipping their coffee and eating their 
eggs and rolls in their own little apartment. Mrs. Change 
lost no time making an arrangement with the "sleep out" 
girl to come at eight every morning to get their breakfast. 
Ind raised her wages .$5.00 per month. She told her she 
need not bother witli the chamber work that morning as 
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they likely would all go back to bed, and as "Sleep-out" left 
for home the old man slipped a dollar bill into her hands, 
telling her to give his best regards to her friend around 
the corner. Mr. Change then and there resolved that the 
restaurant in that building wouldn't see any of his wealth. 

As the effect of the stimulating coffee passed away, the 
Change family were in a complete state of collapse and the 
thought of spending the coming night in that apartment 
so affected the daughter that she couldn't stand the strain 
another minute, so she put on her hat and wraps, sneaked 
out of the apartment, went to the garage wliere they had 
installed their car, and called up a girl friend, telling her 
she was coming around for her for a whirl into the country, 
ordered the chauffeur to get busy, and away she went for 
her friend and up Riverside Drive. The chaiitfeur inquired 
where he was to go. She replied, "Get into Broadway at 
the first turn and go North and press the accelerator." 
Soon Yonkers was left behind and then Tarrytown and so 
on to Poughkeepsie. In front of the Nelson Hou.se they 
stopped. Both girls were graduates of Yas.sar, so they 
felt at home at the halfway stop to the Capitol. On the 
way up Miss Change told her friend what a horrible night 
they all had, that she must have a good night's rest or she 
would go crazy. Miss Change ordered supper for the chauf- 
feur and told him to return to tlie city. Not wishing to 
have any argument, instead of telephoning she telegraphed 
her mother Avhere she was, how she got there, who was 
with her and that she had selected a room for a good night's 
rest and would be down by train some time tomorrow. 

Notwitlistanding it was Sunday, the din of various 
pianos and pianolas bounced from one side of the courts 
to the other, and in the enclosed court kitchen untensils 
were dancing the tango without any "hesitation.'' The 
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uoises kept tlie liead of llic ("liange liouseliold from having 
his usual Sunday siesta, Avliich lie needed more on that day 
than ever before, so he dressed, telling his headacliy better 




An Apartment House. 

half that he A\as going for a stroll. He went over to his 
club, selected a room on the (piiet side of the liouse, sent a 
messenger bov "^'o ansA\er'" around to the apartment, 
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informing his wife tliat lie was suddenly called out of 
town; in fact had already left and would not be at home 
until after office hours tomorrow. With her daughter in 
Poughkeepsie for the night and her husband, she knew not 
where, the prospect of sleeping alone, or trying to, in that 
apartment for the night so upset the mother's nerves 
that she was afraid she would jump out of the window, so 
she telephoned to an older sister in the Oranges that she 
would be out for the night. She left word with one of the 
elevator boys to tell "Sleep-out" that they would not be 
home Monday and for her to call at the usual time Tuesday. 
All of the Change family had a good night's rest and Mon- 
day eve found them back in the apartment braced for Part 
Two in the little skit of renting a furnished apartment. 
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CHAPTER II 



GETTING INITIATED 



The sister in tho Oranfres was horn in Now Yorlc Tity, 
having- lived there nearly all her life, hut on account of lier 
liushand's health had moved in to tlie country. From her 
sister Mrs. Change learned a whole lot of things. The 
sister told her that "with your nice place on Long Island 
you should spend what we call the 'week-end' there. Go 
out there Saturday and stay until Monday. By so doing 
you get away from the Avorst two nights in town, and then 
you all will tind that tlie country air will lielp jon along tlie 
balance of the week." When the motlier disclosed the 
"week-end'' scheme to her hubby and daughter they both 
felt like the convict who is in the death house in Sing Sing 
and had just learned that the Court of Appeals had granted 
him a new trial. The daughter fairly jumped with delight. 
"We will get Rex back from the kennel for the two days, 
take 'Sleep-out' along and Avon't we have a glorious time.'' 
When the Change family realized that Saturday was only 
a few days away before they would again "rock me to sleep 
mother" in their (juiet country home, they all felt so elated 
that the roar of the court disturbed tlieir repose no longer, 
in fact they rather enjoyed it, knowing liow delightful was 
the coming contrast. Tlie only noise in the courts tliat 
seemed familiar was the occasional barking of a dog in 
the daytime and the howling of some prowling cat at night, 
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iKiiscs tliat tli(> riiaiiiic family were iiiad to hear, as it 
rcniiiided tliem of the liappy liome out on the Island. 
Kveryl)ody was up Tuesday morning when "Sleep-ouf 
arrived. 




"Sleep-out." 



Tlie family had been under sueh a mental strain since 
Saturday Mial llicy iiad foriiolleii all ahout the daily papers, 
so (he head of the iionsc calh'd up the ele\'ator boy to send 
out and make arrangements to have the daily papers at the 
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door of the apartment. Jilr. Chanoe ]iad made a study of 
the question how to keep peace in the family, consequently 
he took three morning, and the like number of evenings 
papers so each member of the family would be relieved of 
any anxiety as regards "first aid to the injured." 

As "Sleep-out" walked in, two letters that had been 
shoved under the door were handed to Mr. Change. One 
was from the Consolidated Gas Company enclosing blanks 
requesting Mr. Change to sign his name in several places 
and to return a check for five dollars as a deposit or the 
gas would be turned off. The other letter was from the 
Edison Electric Light people requesting Mr. Change to put 
his "John Hancock" on a slip enclosed and remit |15 by 
return mail, as a deposit, or the flow of electricity would 
cease to meander through the apartment. As the second 
demand raised the anti flO a chill ran up and down Mr. 
Change's vertebrae every time he glanced at the little crack 
beneath the door, he expecting the next deposit would be 
$25. The Edison notice gave Mr. Change some consola- 
tion, as they agreed to pay six per cent interest on the 
deposit. As the bank on which the Edison check was drawn 
paid no interest, Mr. Change's only regret was tliat the 
deposit couldn't have been larger. 

After looking over the morning papers Mr. Change 
left the apartment for his office. Sliortly afterwards the 
ladies telephoned for the car. "Sleep-out" finished her 
work and left for home. 

Mrs. Change often called at her hubby's office at clos- 
ing time and they went for dinner at one of the various 
restaurants along Broadway, the daughter generally dining 
with some friends. IMrs. Change's calls at her husband's 
office at closing time had some other object in view than 
dinner. She knew that through the arteries of her loved 
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DUc soiiip sportinji; lilood still flowed and she was a little 
suspicions of the voimg and decorated stenojiraphers cir- 
culating- throngli tlie various offices of "Change & Co." 
The Cliange family, sometimes in twos, and occasionally in 
tJie tri])le alliance, attended some theatre in tlie evening. 
Witli the exception of the noise of tlie dund>waiter buzzer, 
by tlie milk man, the janitor for garbage, the ice-man, the 
gTocer, tlie laundry man, tlie baker and men entering the 
apartment to study the hieroglypliics of the various meters, 
to kill cockroaclies and croton water bugs, and the round.s 
of tlie superintendent to see if everytliiug was working all 
right, the little tingle of tlie door bell, as mail and bills 
were shoved under tlie door, the occasional ringing of the 
telephone, tlie pounding of the steampipes and the roar of 
the courts, tlie apartuK^nt \\as as iiuiet as the grave. 

Nothing out of the ordiuaiT of life in the average 
NeAV York apartment occurred during the tirst week of 
tlie Change family's occupancy. Tlie mocking bird across 
the court hadn't yet .satisfled herself tliat ]\Ielba was down 
and out, Paderewski and Caruso, like the old guard at 
Waterloo, decided they would I'atlier die than surrender, 
and the man higher up couldn't have jet liiiuidated the 
note. 

Wlien Saturday morning came, the grips Avere packed 
for tlie week end. The caretaker at the Long Island home, 
wlio slept in the garage, was notifled to liave the water 
turned on, tlie furnace started and get everything in read- 
iness for the retiirn of tlie jiilgi'ims. On the arrival of the 
ladies tlie caretaker iiil'ovmed tlieiii t1iat he had just heard 
that l»e\' liad died tlie night before witli distemjier, brought 
on, no doubt, by the coiiliiiemeiit and association in the 
kennel. The dog's death neai'ly liroke the family up, as 
Eex's allectioa for iiis master was on a par with all dogs, 
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and his reputation for watcli fulness had oone far and Avide. 
Evildoers Avere mii Aveh-onie, as man.y a seat of trousers 
scattered over Ihe hnvn eouhl tesdfy. 

The Saturday the Chaniie family reinrned to their 
home was clear and haliny. They sent the caretaker to 
the various stores to supply tiie larder. The ti-iin "Sleep- 




Rex. 

out" was to come on came and left, others followed but no 
"Sleep-out." Everybody was getting hungry, so there was 
nothing to do but for the mother and daughter to put on 
aprons and tackle the grub and range question. The sun 
went down, the moon came up and the stars shone forth 
and still no "Sleep-out." The morning came and still no 
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ti(lin<]j,s of the one anxiously looked for. It was a sorry 
week-end for the Clianjie family. How they did miss 
Kex, and the failhfnl servants they let ijo when the fur- 
nished a])arlnient scheme ajtpeared on the horizon. They 
never a])i»reciated their home as they did that day, but 
the death of IJex east a silo(nn over it all. They all retired 
early for an expected ,nood ni.nht's rest, but, strange as it 
may seem, it was with difficulty they could get to sleep. 
They had gotten use<l to the noises of the apartment and 
the deadly silence of the Lcnig Island home had a contrary 
eliect to what they had expected, but Sunday night they all 
slept well again. The ladies were still performing the 
duties of cook and chambermaid as the week-end expired. 
On the arrival of the ladies at the apartment what a 
sight greeted them. Everything had been ransacked. Cost- 
ly gowns and what jewelrj' had l)een left behind were gone. 
The place looked as if there had been a cyclone through it. 
Empty bottles, cigarettes and cigar stumps, remnants of 
provender, broken crockery littered the floor. One of the 
elevator boys informed Jlrs. Change that Saturday night 
''Sleep-out" had given a little "jand)oree" to s(mie friends. 
The Change famil}' got some satisfaction out of it, for 
"Sleep-ouf and her guests had ])aid Paderewski and 
Caruso, the man higher up and the rest back in their own 
coin. The ladies were not surpi'ised, as the accustomed 
time for ''Sleei)-out'" to return ]iassed and she failed to 
iiiatei'ialize, in fact the Change family never saAv nor heard 
of her again, and not knowing hei' name or address, she 
couldn't be located. The party of whom Mr. Change 
rented the apartment was in Europe, Under the lease 
^Ir. Change was res])onsible for all loss and damage. As 
time wore on the Change family would discover new ar- 
ticles that had left when "Sleep-out" vanished from the 
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scene. Tlie riiaiijiie finiiily made llieii- jieaee witli llie ])T()- 
prietor of tlie restaurant and ij,ave u]> atleiiiptin;;' to en- 
gage any more sleep outs or ins. Tliey decided to take at 
least their breakfast in tlie lionse restaurant and hire a 
■\v(nnan to come in for a few h(Uirs daily, while some of 
the family were there, and set things to rights. 

On a bright afternoon while at lunche(ni in the restau- 




Our Protectors. 

rant of the Change apartment, liA'e of the battleships of 
the Atlantic fleet, accompanied by several destroyers, were 
seen coming up the bay from the anehoi-age oii' Tonipkius- 
ville. vSome ceremonies were taking place at Grant's Tondi 
and tlie battleships were firing a salute as they circled by. 
It cei-tainly was an insY)iring sight to see those dogs of 
war steaming magnificently along, the crew in action, firing 
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tlic ])ig s'liii''^- How liolpless would liave been this great 
city if those guns ])a(l been loaded witli solid shot. It 
(b'luonstrated llic necessity of preparedness. If thej' had 
been ships of an enemy, this rieli eity wouhl have been at 
their mercy. Witli our thousands of miles of coast line, 
our naval defense should be the equal if not the superior to 
a7iy nation on earth. 

kSo far as an army is concerned, if any nation needed 
one, it is the United States. We need a large army not 
onlj' to defend us frcjin foreign invasion but to protect us 
from domestic uprising. We have as much to fear from 
within as from Avithout. The July riots of 1863, in this 
city, showed our utter helplessness when the mob arose. 
Tliere are today in this country tenfold worse elements 
than in 1863. Among otlier issues to settle is the one be- 
tween capital and labor, also wlietlier "tlie man in the 
street" lias any riglits tliat tlie great combinatimis intend to 
recf)gnize. Tlie foreign element brings to this country from 
tlie Fatherland the animosities toward one another, and a 
conflict between them is always in embryo. The attack on 
tlu' Orange parade in the days of Col. Fiske conflrms that 
ccjntention. The antagonism in tliis country between the 
different nationalties of foreign birth, caused by the pres- 
ent war of nations, any day may call for the strong arm 
of an adetpiate army of regulars. 

The restaurant Avas on tlie top floor and so constructed 
tliat in llie good old summer time it could be converted 
iiilo a roof garden. Tlie apartment house towered above 
llie surrounding liuildings. It was on a high elevation and 
as llie gi-ound slojx'd from tlie building in all directions the 
view fi-oiii Ihe restaurant was grand and extensive. To the 
West was (lie Hudson, the Palisades and the Jersey Hills, 
to the North was (irant's Tomb, AVashington Heights, 
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Columbia University, Kockliind County aud tlie Tappeu 
Zee, to tlu' East oue could look fav out ou to Long Island 
and tlic k^ouud, to the Soulli Ihc down-town skyscrapers, 
the harbor of New Y(n'k with its never ceasing maritime 
traffic, the Narrows with its forts, and Coney Island and 




Across the Hudson to Jersey. 

Sandy Hook were before you. The viands were well cooked 
and the service par excellence, but oh ! what an expense. 
The required tip to the waiter would alone have bought 
Mr. Change a sufficient nu'al, but an American must be a 
spender or disgrace the flag. What a nation of spend- 
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thrifts we are, botli riovernmental and individual. The 
Government at Wasliington makes appropriations as if 
the United States was a i^old mine from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific. Cities all over tlie land, through taxation, are 
running close to confiscation. The Civil War created the 
millionaire, and the example he sets as regards display the 
"poor millionaire" tries to ape, Avith the result that in case 
the ape cannot produce money enough from his daily 
occupation to meet all this extravagance he complains 
about his business and looks to legislative halls for relief. 
There are few business men that are not making money 
enough, if economically expended, to provide tliemselves 
and their families with the necessaries of life, but because 
he hasn't force of character to resist temjjtation and can- 
not follow in the footsteps of the men who have grown 
rich through Government favor and protection, and by 
looting corporations over which they had temporary con- 
trol, he howls over the condition of things generally and 
his own sad lot in particular. 

The greatest peril of our country today is the influx 
to the great cities of the youth of the laud, converting into 
consumers wlio should be x>roducers. A few years ago the 
WTiter Avas passing over a highway leading from Sebec 
Lake, Maine, to Brownville. About every other farm was 
abandoned. All the buildings seemed to be in good condi- 
tion and tlie high grass and weeds growing in the fields 
proved that the soil was productive. Inquiring of the 
chauffeur, wlio seemed to be an intelligent fellow, in fact a 
university graduate, what caused the abandonment of the 
farms, he said: "There are two reasons. First, the State 
neglects to pass the reasonable laws requested b^' the pro- 
ducers, and secondly, the preference of the young people 
for life in town to that in the country. These farms you 
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see here Averc oiuc under a liigli state of cultivation. 
Occasionally one of tlie .youujj; peoj^e Avould break the 
bounds of what lliey termed an unremunerativc solitary 
life of drudgery and go to ]\Iilo. Milo is a manufacturing 
town about twelve miles away. Sundays and holidays those 
young people, who had remained on tlie farms, would see 
tlieir former associates passing along the highways in 
automobiles, and who had spent their last cent to deck out 
in clothes of the latest fashion. The Milo delegation 
would stop and tell the countr}' lassies of tlie gay times 
they had tangoing down in Milo and going to the movies 
with tlieir sweethearts. Consequently life was a seeming 
burden to those who had remained on tlie farms, and they, 
too, finally quit milking cows, abandoned the farms and 
entered the spool and woollen mills at ^iilo. The young 
people gone, the old people were unable to carry on the 
farms and they, too, went to Milo, and instead of being 
producers, so far as 'our daily bread' is concerned, they all 
became consumers." The story of tlie highway from Sebec 
Lake to Brownville has its counterpart along the high- 
ways of many States of this Union. 

Politicians may continue to pass laws, and wise gentle- 
men in SAvallow tail coats and extensive shirt fronts, ex- 
press their views concerning the solution of the problem of 
the high cost of living, but the millenium will not dawn 
while producers of the "staff of life" are being converted 
into consumers, and the author knows of no more important 
legislation than to help, aid and assist those who are will- 
ing to cultivate the acquaintance of the broad acres of 
Uncle Sam's domain instead of the narrow streets of liis 
towns. Mr. Change was once a producer of live stock on 
the plains, and if the United States Covernment had pro- 
tected the stock raiser instead of leaving him at the mercy 
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of the raili'onds an<l tlio !Xvo:\t beef (•(mibination, thousands 
of stock men ii\-oiihl have rciiiaiucd iu the industry. 

On account of (lie situation of tlie ('lian.u-e apartment 
the sun never shone directly tbereiu, only hy retieetion. 
^Yhen the sun was at a certain aniile it Avould strike the 
o]i])(isite side of the noi-tlierly Court and carom into the 




The Lung Island Hume. 



• 'iiauiic apai'tmeul. The family would often sit around 
I he reflection and reflect. ^^'ilat a wcdcome i!,uest was 
little Miss K(>l!ectiou. She never came on cloudy days. 
On sunny days how anxiously the ('hani;(> family looked 
for her arri\al. She ^\■ould lirst a])])ear in the ])arlor, 
slowly and (|uietly move into the dininji' roinu and then 
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along the floor of one of tlie bedrooms, creep up its -wjill 
and disappear until some other sunny day. 

Mr. („'hange fell asleep late one Sunday afternoon wliile 
sitting alongside of tiie reflection. The reflection was tlie 
last tiling he saAV, consequently a dream he had was along 
reflected lines. He dreamt of tlie home on Long Island 
;ind tlie house through whicli the rays of tlie sun never 
ceased from its rising to its setting. He could see himself 
in a negligee shirt, a somewliat worn, loosely-fitting suit of 
clothes and a broad and easy pair of shoes, walking with 
the departed dog as a companion over the velvety laAvns 
of the Change estate. The sweet fragrance of the flower 
beds was in the air. In the trees the chattering birds were 
feeding their young. Delicious fruit hung from many 
vines. Mr. Change's stomach having passed the meat 
jieriod of life, how anxiously he watched the vegetable 
garden. He could see the chauffeur standing iu the door 
of the garage ready to take him for a spin over the shady, 
smooth highways of Long Island, with its extensive views 
of the Sound and ocean. Tlie saddle horses of his wife 
and daughter racing over the pasture were whinnying 
their recognition. Well-trained servants Avere iu the house. 
He dreamt of the golf grounds only a stone's throw away, 
where with pleasant companions he sought exercise and 
health in the open. The exhausted cells iu :Mr. Change's 
gray matter having been temporarily supplie*!, he awoke. 
The reflection was gone, carrying Avith it the realization of 
only a dream. TAviliglit was casting its shadows through 
the courts. Mr. Change arose, sought his boudoir and pre- 
pared himself for the nerve-racking life aac are taught to 
belieA'e is civilizatiou. 
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THE HOLIDAYS 



The time of tlip year Avas approachin.!:^ "-niien the days 
comiiience to lengtlien, tlie cold commences to streugthen." 
At that time of the year the head of the liouse has some- 
thing else to fear tlian the sti-engtliening cohl. Christmas, 
for instance. If one really wants to appreciate the beau- 
ties of this life he grants to l>e at tlie head of a household. 
He is the one they all look to wlien the purse needs re- 
plenishing. It makes little difference wlietlier he has it 
or not, he must produce. Tliey are not aware that with 
the average business man of to-daj' it is not a question of 
making more money, but to keep from losing what he 
already has. Those who liaven't had the experience infer 
that as the head of the house is in business, opens and shuts 
a roll-top desk, he must necessarily be coining money, there- 
fore Avhen demands are made on liini for the necessary coin, 
it is mere selfisliness on his part not to "come across." 
About all the perplexing problems of the family affairs are 
discussed with him for a solution, and he must solve them 
to tlie siitisfaction of everyl)ody. All of tlie rest of the 
hous(>]i<dd can g(>t excitcnl, ])eT'sistent and lose tlieir tempers, 
but tlie liead of the house is expected to keep cool, yielding 
and pleasant. If one hasn't tliose (|ualilications or neglects 
<o ac<iuire (liem, he sliould not em))iirk in Die head of the 
houscjiold business. 




Mv. Change, Head of the Household. 
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As ('li)-i>stiniis time apprciaclied, cold cliills, caused not 
alto.ncllici' from the wcallicr, ran ii]) and down tlic verte- 
hi'ae ()f tlic liead of the lioiiseliold, yet if lie is one of those 
fortunate individuals -wJio lias, what lias Jielped many a 
|)()or soul o\'er tJie roui^di ])laces of tliis existence, a sense of 
humor, lie .nets some satisfaction oiil of it. I'.efore ( 'lirist- 
mas lime, after leaving the elevator, the l)oys left j'ou to 
open the front door of the apartment house as you made 
your exit to tiie street, Ijut as (''hristmas time approached, 
no more opening the fr(_>nt door by tenants. The pace at 
-which the boys would cover the distance l)et'\veen the eleva- 
tor and the front door, _you would tliink tlu^v were trj'ing 
to stretcli a three-base hit into a home run. The superin- 
tendent seemed (juite anxious, as he made his rounds, to 
see if everything was moving along to your liking. Even 
the f(dIow wlio hollered "garbage" up the dund)-waiter had 
annexed tlie ANord "i)lease." The laundry man ottered to 
deliver the wash at the apartment door if it was more 
convenient to you than via the dundi-waiter. The ice-man 
would sing to you, "Hoav would you like to be the ice-man?" 
as the cake travelled towards the refrigerator. The men 
who called to "take" the various meters, who heretofore 
niet y()u with a cold stari' wlien you asked for a little in- 
formation to ascertain how much you were l)eing over- 
cliarged, were deliglited to explain the mecliauism of the 
dials, hvven tlie letter carrier, wliom T'ncle >Sam should 
]iay a suHicient salary so he, too, \\duld not be in the beg- 
gar line, siruck .Mr. Change to buy tickets for "our annual 
ball." Mr. Change's sense of humor vanished with the 
lei ler carrier. 

A iiioiig oilier ap|)eals loA\liicli .Mr. Change gladly cou- 
(ribiilcd was from Ihe Sahation Army. \\'lien that organ- 
i/,a1ion made ils lirsl apjiearance in Hie American religious 
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arena, what ridicule and criticisms it liad to endure. 
Hooted at aud pelted with missies by tlie youtlis of the 
street. ]jauj;lied at hy adults, orstracised by otiier religious 
organizations. Tlirougli it all tlie Salvation Army con- 
tinued to Avork out their idea of wJiat was meant by the 
word CJiristianity. As time wore on, tliose wlio liad looked 




Scene in Bronx Park. 



at tlie Salvation Army as an object of ridicule began to 
realize tliat they followed tlie teacliiugs of tlie Saviour 
nearer than any other religious organization. ^Vhile the 
churches of tlie rich were sending missionaries to (/hiua, 
raising funds to erect more imposing edifices and making 
contributions to institutions to educate young men for the 
ministry, tlie Salvation Army was devoling its strength 
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and funds to feed, clothe and bouse the poor unfortunates 
of cities in Avhich they had a branch. If some poor, cold. 
Iningry soul in New York City sought food and shelter 
would he seek the religious organizations along Fiftli Ave 
nue or would lie ratlier turn to tlie less pretentious beu'l 
quarters of the Volunteers of America, who, be knew, n • 
matter wliat his religion, age, condition, sex or color, woul ' 
welcome him? In tlie great city of London it is the Sal- 
vation Army wliose members seek out tlie fallen wome i 
and try to lead them back to a i^urer life. The kSalvatioii 
Army embodies the word Christianity as no other religion ; 
organization does on the face of the globe. 

It was the day after Cliristmas that a little fairdiaired 
girl stood at a window overlooking the court, weeping as if 
her heart would break. To her mother, who was standing 
beside her, the little one, with lier chubby fingers was 
pointing down to the court. Passing along on the top of 
a pile of rubbish was the Cliristmas tree of the day before. 
Can one imagine the feelings of tluit child as she saw one 
of the dearest treasures of her life so humiliated? How 
like many of this world was that Christmas tree! Like 
the newborn, with what ecstacies it was fir.st welcomed, 
crowned with laurels, yet finally to lose its embellishments 
and become a derelict on tlie sea of life. 

The Change family spent part of the holidays at their 
Long Island home. They took abmg tlie woman who came 
in daily, and as she was a good cook and as there was not 
any snow, the family enjoyed the delightful trips in their 
automoblie over the smooth, macadamized driveways of 
Nassau and Sutlork (^ounties. The turn of the year brought 
the di-eaded cold -wa^'es. 

As llie water had been tui'ued on at the Long Island 
liome, llie cai'dalu^r was tohl lo keep a good lire in the 
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furnace and not let it go out, as tlie pipes might freeze. 
Tlie father took the morning express for the city, the 
mother and daughter and "Call Dailj'" b.y auto for th(> 
apartment. Up to that time the bone over which the average 




One of Central Park's Winding Highways. 



New York tenant and janitor usually quarrel — the heat 
question — liad not been in evidence, as tlie weather had 
been more like spring tlian winter. 

Tlie familv had attended tlie tlieatre the evening of 
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ilieir arrival from tlieir Lonij Island lioiiie and had taken 
an after-thoatre dinner. It was after midnisilit when they 
returned to the apartment. It was as cold as a barn. The 
radiators were turned on and the Change family were con- 
gratulating- themselves tJiat sliortly they would be toasting 
llieir feet. After waiting half an hour for the still cold 
radiators to respond, they called up the superintendent's 
office and inquired Avhat Avas the matter with the heat. 
They all nearly had a fit when the superintendent informed 
them that "the heat is always turned off at 11 P. M. and is 
not turned on again until 5 A. M." "We are nearly frozen, 
what are we going to do?" "Light the gas logs." The 
gas logs Avere lit and Mr. Change saAV himself paying the 
gas company for heat that should be furnished by the 
apartment house. How they did miss the open grates of 
their Long Island home. The gas logs proved a poor 
substitute for the radiator, Avhere heat was concerned, but 
if it had been u (piestion of flavor the radiators Avere a poor 
second. The odiu' from the escaping gas so permeated the 
ai)artment that there Avas nothing else to do but turn it 
off and go to bed, or be asphyxiated and frozen at the same 
time. The Change family Avere so mad and cold that little 
sleep tliey had, and how anxiously they Avatched the sloAvly 
moving clock as it nuide its rounds to 5 A. yi., and hoAV 
delighted they AN'ere as tliey heard tlu» radiators, like the 
early ))irds on tlieir Long Island estate, singing the song 
of the awakening. 

Physicians (ell us that many gamblers die from a 
disease known as "sup])resse(l emotion." What a relief it 
is lliat there is a disease wKlioiil (be (eniiination "itis." 
Cei-|aiiily (he |ia(ieii( alllicled \\i(b "sii])])ress('d emotion" 
lias someibing (o be (hankful for. A ]irofessional gambler, 
if jilaying against a novice, can (ell from the expression 
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on tlie layinan's face as lie lifts liis cards, tlic natiive of the 
lumd. Not so Avitli tlie stoic i;anil)lci'. One caimot tell 
from liis ])livsio,yii()in,v ^\liellier it is a jiair of deuces or 
four aces. (riAiiiji vent to yonr feelings is ab.solntely 
necessary for a healthy mind and body. Notliing better 
than laughing and crying. kSwearing sometimes helps. If 
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it were not for New Year's Eve the Great White Way would 
be a graA'eyard. It is on that night that the lid is raised 
from the long ])ent-ui), su])pressed emotion of Ncav York, 
yet there are those who would deny the New Yorker in his 
own sweet wa^' of seeing the passing of the old and the 
entrance of the new. Those peo]»le Avhose aim in life seems 
to be to regulate their fellow-man, cause nine-tenths of the 
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troiil)le of the lionsoliold. Xew Yorkers an<l Dieir country 
ronsiiis were makiu;; rescvalioiis for the iinuual suppressed 
riiiolidii liluwoiil whcu oue of tlicse rcti'ulatiiii;- individuals 
eal](Ml fortli tlie following reply from the Mayor: 

"^lY DiOAJt kSiit: 

Your letter of December 1st has been received. It is 
cci'lainly not my iutcutiou to take any action with reference 
1o all uij^iit licenses on New Year's Eve, which would en- 
couraiic excessive drinking and revelry. We must recog- 
nize, however, the fact that it is the custom of this town, 
of many years' standing, f(_)r an unusually large number 
of ])eo])]e to go t(.) restaurants on New Year's Eve. In 
recognition of this it seems to me wise to grant, as the law 
empowers me, to restaurants of good reputation, a special 
license Avhich will enable more people than usual to take 
a late supper on this one night of the year. 

Most of those who go to restaurants go merely to 
celebrate Avith their friends the coming of the new year, 
without the disorder to which you object. Permission to 
restaurants to remain open will not be granted except 
upon the basis of their good reputation as established by 
exi)erieiU'e. It does nut seem to me to be necessary, nor 
do respectable citizens desire that people should remain 
in restaurants past the time that will enable them to meet 
their friends and celebrate the coming of the new year in 
an orderly way. 

I shall, therefore, refuse to give to any restaurant a 
license to stay open all night. I intend, however, to extend 
to restaurants of good reputation for this night only, the 
]iri\ile<lge of remaining o])en until 3 o'cdock, which is one 
hour beyond ihe closing time for restaurants which regu- 
larly ha\-e llies(> licenses. 1 luuc instructed the Police 
Commissioner lo see to it that decency and order are every- 
whei-e maintained, lleslaui-ants that ])i'i-mit drunkenness 
or disorder will be refused similar ]>rovisions in the future. 

Sincerely vours," 



THE HOLIDAYS 47 

Mr. Cliange, who had been suppressing emotion dur- 
ini; all the busy daj-s of the year made reservation for his 
familj' and a few guests at one of the resorts along New 
York's great thoroughfare — Broadway. 

It is a naval supersition that if the new boat sticks 
on the ways, wliile being launched, it is a bad omen, there- 
fore from time immemorial a bottle of wine is smashed over 
it, evidently to stimulate action, and the smashee is gen- 
erallj' a pretty girl who also has the effect of stimulating 
action. New Yorkers always worked on the theory that it 
is a bad omen for tlie New Year to stick on the ways, so 
wine and women, similar to the new boat, have invariably 
been invoked. Exception has been taken to the manner 
the present-day New Yorker has of issuing in the New 
Year, not to the wine and women prescription, but to the 
frequent dose of the former and the display of the latter. 

The objectors evidently are not aware of the example 
set hj their fathers of welcoming the New Year. They 
did not assemble after all "good people" had retired, and 
between four walls suppress their emotions and ring down 
the curtain at 3 A. M. On the contrary, it was a continuous 
performance, as long as they were able to navigate, to 
make as many calls on the fair sex as possible. From 
midday to twilight, from house to house they went, "build- 
ing rail fences" along the public thoroughfare. Yet they 
tell us we should follow in the footsteps of our fathers. 
A difficult task it would have beeen on New Year's Day. 

New Year's Eve saw the Great White Way in its 
glory. One hour before its arrival, limousines were un- 
loading the thoroughbreds of the big town in front of its 
A-arious resorts. Young and old bloods in evening dress, 
and the fair sex in the dress of Eve were gathering around 
the festive board. Tlie menu was being scanned and the 
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wine list ronsiiKcd, as ragiiino povcolatod tlirongli the 
al]iitis])li('r(' of ihc liaii(|uet liall. Long lines of -waiters 
were coming tlirongli flie swinging dooi-s fi-oni tlie culinary 
(le]>ar(nienl, bearing trays loaded down with the latest 
creations of the chef and corkscrews galore. While pleas- 
ure was at its height and the second hand was nearing the 
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midnight hour, the lights were dininied, registering the 
a])]troaching death of the old year. The ecli])se was of 
short duralion. As the light tlaslied again announcing the 
arri\al of Ihe Xew Year, the beauty and chivalry of tlie 
great UH'Iroixdis \\cyi.' on their feet to welcome it. 

l''or an honi' i)re\ious to tlie launching of the New 
Year every ]irccaurion had been laken that it would not 
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Stick on tlie ways. Tlie crew itself, feuriDg tliat tliey, too, 
miglit stick on tlie Avays, had sniasliert the neck of many 
a bottle. The chrisiening of the New Year was not left to 
the individual. As the good ship 191G started down the 
ways to its sea of trouble, both within its many caravan- 
saries and along its public higiiwa3rs, the lid of suppressed 
emotion was lifted from the greatest city of the world. 

During one of the campaigns of Mr. Bryan for the 
Presidency, Lee Fairchild opened an address: "Four years 
have rolled around and so have ^Nlr. Bryan and the 
Democratic Party." 

At Presidential elections is another time the New 
Yorker lifts tlie lid of suppressed emotion. It was, is, 
and likely always will lie, a betting proposition whether 
the State outside of New York City shall wag the city or 
vice versa. Before the Consolidation Act, the Harlem 
River was the dividing line. There the Democratic major- 
ity of the city met the Eepublican majority from up the 
State. "Down to the bridge" — meaning the Harlem River 
— was where the forces met to compare notes. After con- 
solidation, the mighty r>ronx — the Northern line of the 
great city — is where the accountants meet and strike a 
trial balance. It recjuired a lot of patience to be a candi- 
date in the early days. By couriers afoot and on horse 
back, by stage coach and by water, the election returns were 
carried to the four corners of the Union, and it was in 
some cases weeks after the polls closed ere the American 
people knew who was to be the next occupant of the White 
House. But today, before the midnight hour of Election 
Da}', the great crowds who gather and make night hideous 
in front of the offices of the metropolitan dailies knoAv who 
is to be their ruler. 
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CHAPTER lY. 

STORMS Wl'I'HOl T AND WITHIN 

On one of tlie coldest uiglits in winter the Cliange 
family were awakened alxint 1 A. M. by a continuous 
ringing of the telephone. Mr. Change in his bare feet and 
half asleep, put the receiver to his ear. "I am the superin- 
tendent, the thermometer is shjwly falling and to avoid a 
freeze up of the pipes, I -wish you would let the cold water 
run in the kitchen sink, just a small stream." Mr. Change 
replied that it was a very good idea and asked about tlie 
hath tub. "There is no use doing anything there unless 
it gets colder. Good night ;\lr. Change." Mr. Change, half 
frozen, crawled under the covers after answering divers 
and sundrj' questions tired at liini in rapid succession by 
the female contingent. Mr. Cliange lay awake about an 
hour rubbing one foot against tlie otlier, but fiually fell 
asleep. About 3 A. ^1. the family were awakened again by 
another vigorous call of the telephone. .Mr. ("hange took 
tlie precaution of ])utting on liis slippers and again lifted 
tlie receiver. "Is this .Mr. Cliange?" "It is." "I am the 
suix-rintendent. Tlie bulb in the thermometer is still fall- 
ing and I wisli you would let the cold water also run in 
the lavatory and bath tub and it would be well to pull the 
W. C. rod occasionally. How are your family making it?" 
''They are all awake, thank you." "I am sorry to disturb 
you, but it is better tlian the inconvenience it would put 
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you id if tlic pipes burst." "You eertainlj^ arc a careful 
man aud if I ever build an apartment house and need a 
superintendent you can consider yourself engajfed. Call 
me up again if you want anytliini;' further, I like to have 
people wake me uj), especially in tlie middle of tlie night. 
Don't you tliink if you turned on tlie lieat it migiit Jielp 
some? I was going to say good niglit but I guess 1 will 




Rivfi'.side Drive, Soldiers' Monument. 

say good morning.'' ^Mr. (Miange l:ad contr(jlled his tem- 
p(^r tlius fai-, lint if there liad been anotlier ring the otJier 
side of "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" Avould have been lieard 
from. Fortunately for all concerned, daylight dawned 
with no more teleplione calls aud water flowing thr(jugh 
the Change faucets. 

About eight o'clock there was a knock at the door 
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and in -walked tlic supei'inlcndcnt. He liad one of those 
round, jdeasant faces witli a smile constantly flickering 
across it, back of wliicli you knew was a pleasant disposi- 
tion. He could take hasty, unpleasant remarks on the 
part of impatient tenants as if he enjo^-ed them. He was 
one of that l)ran<l of fi'ood fe]lo\\-s to A\ii(jm you feel it a 
pleasure to loan a hundred or two, even if you knew at 
the time you misht never see it again. "I am very sorry, 
Mr. Change, to inconvenience you, especially the ladies, 
but the people in the apartment directly overhead neglected 
to do what yon willingly did, therefore the pipes are frozen 
■and I will have to shut the water off, yet I hope in the 
coui'se of an hour to give you hot water at least." All 
day long and far into the night above the other noises was 
heard the pounding of the Knights of the ilonkey Wrench 
and the Soldering Iron. The l)reak was worse than expect- 
ed, yet at midnight the hot water was on again, at 1 A. ^M. 
the cold, and the tenants of tlie Change apartment house 
were once more on the water wagon. 

On the evening of tlie thii-teenth of January, a bliz- 
zard from the A^'est stiaick the city. It snowed and blowed 
all night and was still at it the next morning. Xot Ix^ing 
able to see the street from the Change apartnu^nt the in- 
tensity of the stoi-m and the downfall of snow could not 
be correctly gauge<l, yet the condition of tlie courts gave 
one a very good idea. The daughter lia\iug some tickets 
for a matinee telephoned down to the operator of the 
s-witchlioaiMl, aslciug the condition of things outside. "It 
is ])erfectly a\\ful. Tlu' strei'ts ari' impassable, the street 
cars ai'c not running, the elevated and subways are blocked 
and everything is at a standstill." The daughter tele- 
]ilioned over to the garage to the chauffeur and he set iip 
another awful howl. After 'Slv. Change had his coffee and 
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rolls, had read the iiioi-iiiiig pa]ier, In- made ready to i;o to 
his ottice. 

Tlie average New Yurker's i(h'a of a l)lizzai'd ahvaj'S 
did amu.se Mr. Chaiiiie. ;\Ii". Ciiaiiiie in liis younger days 
van a stoek ranch on the plains long hefore the days of 
railroads and had been up against Idizzards tliat tlie one 
tliat was in es.se at that particular time was l)ut a passing 
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care.ss. As 31r. C'liange left the elevator, tlie young lady 
at the switchboard implored him not to venture out in such 
a storm. He informed luu- as was his custom, he Avould 
very likely walk from tlie apartment to his office, which 
was at Times S(|uare, and lie did. I'^vcrylliing in this life 
is gauged by comparison. Compare .Mr. (Miange in a fur- 
lined overcoat, cap and gloves to match, and arctics, Avalk- 
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inn; alon.ii- a suot^y sideAvalk of the \n<x city Avitli an occa- 
sional <iust of snow circulatinji around liis liabeas corpus 
and beinj;- able to see ahead of liim for blocks, the high 
buildings breaking the force of the wind, with restaurants 
and cafes on every block, and ])eing caught out on the 
isolated prairies of the West in a howling storm and unable 
to see one hundred feet ahead of him, driving a pair of 
horses hitched to a wagonload of hogs and a fifteen-mile 
tri]) before him, or on the plains in tlie saddle trying to 
head a herd of cattle stampeded by a blizzard. That had 
been the experience of the man that the timid girl at the 
switchboard was trying to scare to death witli a gentle 
zephyr. 

New Yorkers who knew the town back in the sixties 
laugh at conditions of those days. liusiness men were sat- 
isfied to board a horse-car at CMty Hall witli a little bell 
on one of the beasts and jingle an hour away while they 
were on the daily route to Yorkville. Harlem and repeat. 
"Tlie pace that kills" was in embryo at that time. The Wall 
^>treet banker seemed content to climb into a Fifth Ave- 
nue stage drawn by horses and at a dog trot, stopping at 
CA'ery block, to spend an hour crawling doAvn the Avenue 
and Broadway to his office. There were other conditions of 
those early days that amuse the ]iresent day New Yorker 
and they smile as they ask each other "How did they stand 
it?" 

The next generation Avill no doubt laugh at the way 
the big town cleaned house after a big fall of the beautiful. 
They will have their doubts, as history informs them, that 
the great city of live million ])eo])le depended on a lot of 
broken down spccinu'us of humanity, called the unem- 
ployed, to turn the trick, and if tliis wcu'thless crowd, many 
of whom were bums and tramps, refused to shovel snow, 
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the city would remain blocked. Ilistor.y will recount that 
the great city was dependent on men to clean its streets 
who were half clotlied, luingry and weak, resulting from an 
over-supply of booze and an under-supply of bread, and 
before this outfit could come to tlie city's rescue tliey had 
to be clothed and fed in order to nourish them back to life, 
so to speak. If the weather was not to tlieir liking they 
would quit and tlie traffic would come to a slowdown, 
until this conglomeration of all nationalities would help 
again to lift the city of its burden. 

Every Saturday was a welcome day to tlie Cliange 
family, as it brought tlie "week-end" around and tempor- 
ary relief from the closely confined and noisy apartment. 
The snowstorm prevented tliem making the trip by auto, 
but they decided if tliey found the roads out on the Island 
in good condition tliey would use the car left in the garage 
at the Long Island Iiome. 

Tliere was quite a liill on the Long Island estate and 
an artificial pond, and as tlie whole family was fond of 
outdoor sports, they looked forward with delight to the 
exhilarating exercise of skating and sliding down hill. As 
the Cliange family, the chauli'eur and "In Daily" were 
■\\hisked down to the place from the station tlie man who 
ran tlie taxi containing Mr. Cliange told him that his 
caretaker was in tlie ilineola jail for running over a man 
while on a nightly joy ride. As the family entered the 
house there was a skating rink in half of the rooms, the 
cellar was covered with water, the boiler in the kitclien had 
burst and also the pipes in one of the bath rooms, in fact 
all over tlie house. It seems tliat tlie jailing of the caretaker 
had taken away tlie fireman of the Cliange establishment 
and everything had frozen and the water Avas still oozing 
through the bursted pipes. The chauffeur took off his 
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slides and stockiniis and waded tliroui;!! the Avator in the 
cellar and turned oft tlie st(i]i cock. Mr. Cliant^e telephoned 
to jNIineola and was informed that his caretaker was in 
jail for thii-ty days and the niacJiine in the Mineola garage. 
Mr. Change called np his phuaber and decorator to come 
down at once and look the house over. There was nothing 
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lefl f(U' the riiange family hut to relurn lo I he city apart- 
ment. JIoM- they did dread the coming night. Visions of 
I'aderewski and ( "aruso, the uiau higher u]) and the superin- 
tendent lower down, and llie uoises in ilie courts, they 
could already heai-. They decided they couldn't stand the 
sti-ain, so after a late dinner in the restaurant the ladies 
started for the Oranges and Mr. Change for his club. 
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As already stated, ]Mi-s. riianiic's sistci- liad si)ent near- 
ly all her life in tlie city and she found the most satisfac- 
tory mode of livinji was in an a])ai'tment hotel. Outside 
rooms pi'edonunated and they were looked after by em- 
ployees of the hotel. Your meals a la carte you could take 
in the hotel or not as you chose. Spacious parlors and 




The Birds and Leaves Are Gone. 



daucinii' halls Avere at your service, Aviiere the guests could 
get ac(iuainted. The clash and smell of the culinary de- 
partment Avas confined to the basement. As the sister 
described the dittcrence Itelween an apartment hotel and 
an apartment house, :Mrs. (Miange realized Avhat an un- 
fortunate mistake they had made in renting a furnished 
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apartinoiit. "In Daily" lioncrally arrived about ten. Eleven 
o'clock came and no ''In Daily."" The forenoon and after- 
noon wore aAvay, still no "In Daily." The sun crossed the 
Hudson, sank into Jersey, arose next morning, reached 
tlie meridian and still "In Daily" failed to put in an ap- 
pearance. 

After luncheon the ladies started out to find what Avas 
the nuitter. "Sleep-out"'" had taught them a lesson, so they 
had th(» naine and address of "In Daily." As the car stop- 
])('(! iu front of a flat house a iK)liceman was standing on 
the steps and stopping everyone who attempted to enter 
the building. The ladies were informed that the house was 
quarantined on account of scarlet fever. As they were 
about to leave, a window on the tliird floor opened and "In 
Daily's" head appeared. "]Mrs. Change, they won't let us 
out of here and they say it may be two weeks yet. There 
is a very nice girl, Maggie Murphy, at (iS Cohiud)us Avenue, 
that 3'ou can hire to come in daily." "Thank you, Ave Avill 
go and interA'ieAA' jMaggie." The car soon covered the dis- 
tance to Maggie's home. The building must haA'e furnished 
the inspiration of that popular song "ilaggie ^Murphy's 
Home." Its presentation was so uninviting that the ladies 
turned the iuA'cstigation OA'cr to the chauffeur. The chauf- 
feur shortly returned and Maggie was with him. After a 
short iutervleAV, terms Avere agreed upon, ]\Iaggie engaged, 
given car fare, and Avas to report the next morning at ten. 
The next day Avas Thui'sday and Maggie arriA'ed on time. 
She Avas informed about the "week-end" scheme and gladly 
consented to be cook and chand)ermaid during the week- 
end. IMaggie seemed so "Avilling and obliging" — has any 
mislress of a household ever heard those tAVo Avords before — 
that the f'hange family thought it Avould be a good idea to 
!]uit restaurants, sleep-outs and in dailies, and engage 
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Maggie to take up licv alxxlc in (lie apavtincnl. to ^vlli(•ll 
Maggie rcadilY coiisented, but before Maggie retired from 
tiie scene of action tlie Cliange family Iiad ex])erience(l aii- 
otlier pliaNe of tlie servant question. 

Tlu^ author deems it unnecessary to inform tlie reader 
of [Maggie Murphy's nationality, and -wiien tliat fact is 




Where Jliss Murphy Had a Free Ride. 

established, the ]-ead<u' can make a pretty go(((l guess as 
regards lier disposition. We have often heard tlie expres- 
sion : "Would rather fight than eat." ^Maggie would have 
freed Ireland hrag ago if she coidd have liad an army ot 
Amazons like herself. The Change family had lived 
through so many unpleasant oi'deals in councn-tion with 
the servant question that they doubted there could be any- 
thing new for them to experience in that line, therefore, 
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they paid litflp allcntion io ^Ia.n,tiic as slie would storm 
tlirou.uli tlio a])arliii('iit, slauiinin,!; doors and expressing liei- 
views on Ihings generally, and a few in particular, and ask 
questions tliat slie was allowed to answer to her satisfac- 
tion. TJie question linaJly arose wJietlier tJie ("liange family 
or ]\Iaggie sliould occupy tlie apartment. .Air. Change offered 
to draw cuts witli lier. The family found tliemselves u]) 
agaiTist tlie word that it reciuires more diplonuicy to lead 
to its in-onuneiation tlian any otlier in the universal lan- 
guage of tlie world, tlie word "dischargiid." ^Irs. Change 
wanted to discharge ^Maggie, l»ut hoA\' and when to do it was 
the ])rol)lem to solve. The su])erintendent was ealh^l in 
for consultation. It seemed the superintendent had heen 
called in in such cases numy times hefijre, in fact if he saw 
any trouhle l)re'wing he re(|uested to be called in, so tlu^re 
wouldn't he a "scene" to disturb the other tenants. He had 
made a f^tudy liow to proceed. The nearest closet to Mag- 
gie's room was cleaned of its contents. ^Mr. Change was 
to pronounce the verdict when .Maggie was near the closet 
and if iMaggie made any breaks the superintcuident would 
shove her into the closet and lock her in and summon the 
patrol wagon. It seems the captain of the police precinct 
was a brother of the supei'intendent. As the word "dis- 
charged" rung through the ajiartment. ^laggie made the 
looked-for jump, diving at the throat of ^Ir. Cliange, but 
befoi'e she knew ^\■llat had happeiu'd she found herself 
locked ill the (dosei. The patrol wagon arT'i\ed. Maggie 
was allowed to gather up her belongings aiid was paid what 
was coming to her, in fact she got what was coming to her 
before she was ])aid. .Air. Change and the superintend- 
ent were also passengers on the jialnd wagon. IMaggie was 
charged with as.sault but was allowed to go, Mr. Change 
declining to press the charge. 
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SWEET WITn THE I'.ITTER 

There is an expression tliat "one-half of tlie world 
doesn't know liow the otlier lialf lives." If you want to see 
the other half rent an a]>artiiient in New York opening on 
a pair of eonrts and you will see lioth halves. There is 
another expression that "it takes all kinds (»f people to 
make up the world." Tliat is another bill the city apart- 
ment tills. 

If an author is scratehing his head free of dandruff in 
a puzzle to inspire another production, if a gentleman of 
the cloth is on a still hunt for a text for the next sermon, 
if a dramatist who is occupying a hall bedroom and is con- 
juring his brain for a successful play to land him in the 
bridal chamber, if the short story writer must produce 
something acc("i)table or be dis])ossessed, if the curious 
want to take a peep behind the scenes, rent a rear apart- 
ment in little old New York. The only view the Change 
family had from their a]>ai-tment A^'as the sky, the courts 
UTid the i-ear of the a]iai'tmeuts opening thereon, conse- 
((uently kitchens, dining r(joms and bedrooms were the 
landscape. 

As the Change family ()ccn])ied the seventh floor apart- 
ment, the eye took in various apartments. The apartment 
across the Riverside Drive court just op])osite that of the 
Change family was occupied l)y a minister. The Change 
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fninily cDiild locik iiilo tlic diniiii;' room. Tlic family evi- 
dently consisted of fonr — fattier, motlier, dangliter and sou. 
Everytliing and every mo\cnient -was quiet and nietliodical. 
The Bible was tiieir ius]»ii-aliou, prayer tlieir comfort. 
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Behind tlu' Scenes. 



The dining tal)le did not groan under the weight of viauds. 
Tliey retired early. 

In the a]>artmeut beneath the minister were several 
decks of cards, a roulette table, tobacco smoke, corks, aud 
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two men iu shirt sleeves witli a conide of ■women whose 
attire reminded one of the days of llie tij; leaf. Tliey, also, 
like the ministerial family, rt'tired early. Ji^ver^^ night 
has two earlys. The men iu the shirt slee\'es and the tig- 
leaf ladies chose the second, bnt not until many a lobster 
and bottle of Burgundy liad been laid low. 

Standing near one of the windows of tlie parlor of 
the Cliange apartment at that liour of night ''when church- 
yards yawn," if the standee would elevate Ids optic a trifle, 
the vision would come in contact witli tlie neatest litt e 
bedroom and sweetest little occupant that the most exact- 
ing baldhead could desire. She was an actress fair. The 
shades were never drawn. She divested her raiment so 
seemingly unconscious and artistically that one of her 
successful parts must have been Zerliua in Fra Diavolo. 
None of the males occupying tlie rear apartments went to 
bed until the shapely little creature returned and retired, 
and if i^erchance she loitered Ity the way, her waiting 
admirers were late at their offices on the morrow. 

The apartment directly across tlie other court from 
the Change apartment was occui)ied by a family of five, 
a father, mother and three daughters. A guess would 
range the daughters in age from a miss of 5 to that of 21. 
Three bedrooms opened in to tlie court. Tliose three daugh- 
ters covered this life from that of the little doll to that of 
the young lady who anxiously looks for the daily postman. 
An interesting sight it was to see in one of the bedro(mis 
the youngest playing with her dolls, in another the school 
girl struggling with her books, and in the other liedroom 
the eldest scrupulously preparing for the coming beaux. 

"Everybody loves a lover." A pretty little miss diagon- 
ally across the Riverside court from the (Change apartment 
had two. One she certainly adored. The other, from "a 
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man U]) a li-cc," (ir more iii-oiK-i-]y s]H'alcinii', from the 
Cliaiific a]»ai'(meiii, i1 A\as prolilcuialiral. I'lilikc tlie ac- 
tress, A\lieii the iiilci-esi iiij;- time arrived, tlie simde Avas 
draAvu. Tlie courting A\as dou« in the dining room on a 
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settee, one end of wliicii -was close to tlie window. The 
lo\ci-s were not aware of llie fact that tluw were between 
an cicclric liglit and the shade, so every movement Avithin 
cast a shadow on the shade, which was clearlv visible from 
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Avitliont. Tlie iuitlior will 1(W<. it, the iiiiiioination of the 
reader what appeared on I he shade duriiii;,- ilie seauce. The 
probleiiiatieal youug man would briiij; liei- flowers aud 
caudy, would read to her while sittiui;- ou the furtlier end 
of the settee and often the shades Avould remain up during 
the call. He was the handsomer of the two, and from his 
dress one would judge the wealtliier, and he seemed to be 
the mother's choice, but lie lacked the "push," aud from 
all appearances was losinni lirouud. N(^ truer saying than 
"a faint heart never won a fair lady." The problematical 
gentleman's heart was faint, not so with the otJier lover. 
The Change family occu])ied the apartment long enough 
to see a wedding in that of the lovers. Tlu^ groom they 
recognized as the ardent one AAiiose moving picture they 
often saw on tlie screen. 

The saddest occurrence during the tenancy of the 
Change family was the taking away to Kings Park, Long 
Island, of a teacher in one of the Xew York public schools. 
The occupants of a small apartment on the court opposite 
the one opening in to Riverside Avere two teachers, one 
striving to become an assistant principal. (3ne of the 
teacliers Avas the sole support of a mother aud the other 
Avas educating a younger sister. Nearly cA^ery night, long 
after midnight the tAvo could be seen Avith their books and 
writing material. They did their oavu household Avork. 
When they Avere not at school they Aver-e in the apartment 
constantly employed in nuinual or educational AV(trk. Little 
sleep did they obtain and under the pressure the mind of 
the one struggling to become an assistant principal guA-e 
Avay. Screams one night from the girls' apartment aAvak- 
eued everyone ou the court. One of the teachers Avas try- 
ing to keep the other from throA\ing herself from the 
Avindow. The occupants of an adjoining apartment helped 
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to rcsfi-jiiii licr inilil tlic ;nrival of au auibulance from a 
iicai'liy lios]>i(al. 

Tlicvc iniist he soiiictliinji' Avrong Avitli oiu- educational 
system. lustnictoi's as well as students are constantly 
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breaking; down in tlieir educational Avork. Students iu 
order to cai-rv alonj^- tlieir many studies are compelled to 
ne.nlect tlieir ]iliysical liein^, couse(|uently if they are 
foi-tunate enou^li to last tlie four rears aiul receive their 
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•liplonias, tlu'.v arc ullci-ly unlit io lake u]) tliciv dio.sen 
l)ursuit. If ou tlie sea of iiialriiiioiiy tliey embark, the 
coast line will be strewn witli mental and physical wrecks. 
In Mr. Change's seventy years of life, coverino- con- 
siderable territory, it remained for an incident while in the 
furnished apartment to ))e tlie most horrible of his ex- 
])erience. A young man while attacked with delirium 
tremens cast himself from a window on the top floor of 
the apartment to the court beloAv. The screams of women 
and the smashing of glass at 1 A. M. awoke all the tenants 
of the Riverside court. :\Ir. Change caught sight of an 
object wliirling through the air on its downward course. 
Tlie evening papers of the coming day gave the circum- 
stances. The young man was a scion of a distinguislied 
New York family avIio, with his gray-haired mother and 
sister, occupied one of tlie apartments across the court. 
Unfortunately for the young man he had been left an 
ample income from a trust fund by a wealthy father, who, 
during his life, was one of New York's leading bankers. 
The son was an examj^le of the idle young men in tliis 
citjf living on an income, who spend their days in an auto- 
mobile with (|uestionable companions of both sexes, and 
their nights in the resorts of the Tenderloin. It seems the 
motlier tried to stop her son in his wild plunge, but was 
knocked down, fracturing lier skull and died the following 
day. 

Sometimes it seems that a war would be a blessing to 
this countrj', as it has been in a measure to England. 
It is a satisfaction to see those strutting monocled dukes 
and lords in the trenches 's^iiere they are of some good to 
their country. Conscription is another blessing. In 
France it is a delight to see alongside of his English cousin 
in the trenches, manv a count — such as the court held 
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wlien in tliis city ("oniit Joluiniips took action for recog- 
nition of a liazy title — "A count of no account." 

.Mrs. Cliaui^'e Avas a Ncav Eni;lan(l woman and one can 
imagine tlie uproar wlien a bug, tluit, upon examination, 
proA'cd to he a l»edl)Ug, was seen slowly zigzagging its way 
along tlie l)asel)oard of one of the bedrooms. Mrs. Change 
rushed to the telephone and called the superintendent, 
informing him wliat slie had seen. One of the passengers 
on the first elevator going up was the superintendent. Pie 
at first tried to make ilrs. Change believe what she saw 
was a Croton water l)ng, but he soon discovered that he 
couldn't fool the offspring of a ]S'ew England housewife. 
The superintendent told Mrs. Change that just prior to 
their moving in, a European friend of the former occupant 
had spent a few days in the apartment and he was some- 
what suspicious of a trunk belonging to the man from 
abroad. The superintendent was a former purser for a 
steamship company and was aware that the baggage store 
rooms of Atlantic liners were infested with vermin. 

The apartment house in which the Change family 
were domiciled pretended to be one of the classiest in the 
big town, and it would never do for the other tenants to 
learn that even one bedbug was in their midst. The super- 
intendent implored Mrs. Change to say nothing, promising 
to call u]) tlie owner of the apartment at once and would 
have the "exterminator" right on the job. In the course 
of an hour tl:e owner with the exterminator arrived. 

Tlie owner informed Mrs. Change that they would 
have to seek other quarters for a couple of days while the 
apartment was being fumigated. Mrs. Change replied it 
was impossible for her to get out that day and that she 
would have to call up Mr. Change and she couldn't locate 
her daughter. The owner was persistent that the fund- 
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gating begin at once. Of cour.se, Mrs. Cliange wanted it 
done, so slie teleplioned her husband tlie situation, told 
the superintendent to be on tlie lookout for her daughter 
and to tell her to meet her at the skating ring of tlie Bilt- 
more at 7 P. Jf. Packing up a few of her own and daugh- 
ter's belongings, Mrs. Change telephoned for their car and 
started out in to the cold world. 

The process of fumigation consisted of sealing up all 
windows of the apartment and the entering door and 
igniting some medical compound, the fumes killing all 
vermin. On the evening of the second day the superin- 
tendent telephoned to ^Ir. Change that the job was done, 
the apartment aired and was again at their disposal. 3Ir. 
Change and family moved back, but there Avas always a 
suspicion that specks they saw and itches they felt were 
some of the progeny of other days. 

The foundation of the apartment house in which the 
Change family lived, on account of tlic distance doAvn 
to rock, was constructed under a ucav process and had 
settled unevenly, causing cracked walls and doors not on 
the level, not an unheard of condition with buildings on 
Manhattan Island. Shortly after the advent of the Change 
family, mechanics were setting aside a day to rectify these 
different defects in the various apartments, requiring the 
occupants thereof during the process to "take a walk 
around the block." For a moutli, from 8 A. ^M. to 4.30 P. M., 
resounding throughout the apartment house was the con- 
tinual pound of (he varied nuMubers of the Knights of 
Labor. Mr. Change was tlie owner of an apartment on 
Lexington Avenue. The lumber in some of the New York 
apartments is a tree Monday morning, boards by the 
middle of the Aveek, and tinished jiroduct by Saturday 
night, conseiiuently when it comes in contact with steam 
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lieat oue is reiniuded of the contoi-tioiiist (ui (lie stajif. 
They tell a story along Lexiiif^'ton Avenue tliat tlie janitor 
of Mr. Change's apartment while repairing a lock was 
snrronuded and lield tight by a Avarping door. During tlie 
warping season it is dangerous to Avalk through the halls 
of the average New York apartment house. 







Criminal Building, Tombs and Bridge of Sighs. 



Being cauglit in a warping door reminded ^Ir. Cliange 
of liis ex])erience Avhile I'unning Iiis stock farm on the 
^Missouri River. Hundreds of acres of corn tlie rancli pro- 
duced. The worst weed tlie corn raiser had to contend with 
was the morning glory. One has often heard the expression, 
"you could see it grow." That expression certainly applied 
to the morning glory. One of Mr. Diange's neighbors 
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.seemed willinii' to take liis oatli tliat by aetiia] measiire- 
nieiit a iiioniiiin lilory in one of liis corn fields grew seven 
feet in twenty-four lionrs. 

Tlie e]iisode tliat tl:e AA'arpinj; door reminded ^Ir. 
Cliange of was in connection witli tlie prolific morning 
glory. On a liot afternoon in Jnly, as tlie snn went doAvn 
on tlie landscai>e of ]\Ir. Change's ^^'estern poss(>ssions, tlie 
boys lieard a call for help from one of the corn fields. 
Follo^^■illg the \'oice they foimd one of the teams helping 
themseh'es to corn fodder and one of the hired hands 
bound so tightly by morning glories that he couldn't move. 
According to the heljier's story lie had fallen asleep and 
the fast-growing morning glory bad closed in on him like 
the devil fish of the deep. 

No city on the globe has a better sub-strata for foun- 
dation iiurpos(>s than the Borough of ^Nfanhattan of the 
City of New York. It is principally a rock foundation. 
A steel drill is as necessary to a ^Manhattan builder as 
ammunition to an army. On account of the distance down 
to solid rock nnuiy of the buildings in New York are built 
on experimental foundations. The ]Mills lUiilding, corner 
Broad and Wall Streets, one of the oldest office buildings 
in the city, is built on i)iles. AVhether it would stand was 
so problematical that for some time after its construction 
pedestrians would stand and gaze at it, expecting to see 
it top]tle over. The Criminal r.uilding, in Centre Street, 
has another experimental foundation and it certainly 
jiroved to be an ex])eriment by the uneven settling of the 
structure. The employees of the building are threatened 
with ciir\-a(ure of (he s])ine, as they sit and stand on an 
irregular angle. I'^Ncrylh iug is on Ihe slant. Police of- 
ficers as lliey liriiig ])risoners from (he Tond)s over the 
"iiridge of Sighs" iulo Die Criminal Building, have to 
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siibstihite siyikcd slioe.s in order to liold tlieir prison- 
ers. 

Ono of tlie liiri^cst bnil<lin<>s in tlie city — tlie ]\rnniri- 
p;il linildinii — is ))nilt on sand. On account of the gre;it 
dei)tli to solid rock, a caisson cement scbenie was adopted. 
"A sand foundation" is sometimes mentioned as a joke. 
Wise ones saw tlie ^Iunici})al Ituildinji' jjradually disaj)- 
pear into tlie bowels of ^Manliattan. Fortunate it is tliat 
it is not an "office 1)ui]din,n/' as it mi,i;lit be tenantless, 
l)ut as every occu])ant is a city employee on a fat pay roll, 
they don't seem to hesitate taking the daily risk. 



LIFE IS ONE THIXG AFTEU AXCrrilER 75 



CHAPTEU VI 

LIFE IS ONE TIIIXO AFTEU AXOTlIKIt 

As llic first moiitli of tlic year avoi-c invay tlic wind 
from tlic Soutli hejiau to predominate, and as tlie "Jannary 
tlunv" set in the windows of the various ai)artments Averc; 
at;ain h'ft open. Near the entrance to tlie Iiivcrside court 
was a large vacant lot. It had tlie usual substratum of 
Manluittan-solid-rock. The ear-drums of tlie Change 
family had become acclimated to the A'arious noises of the 
big town in general and the apartment house in particular, 
when the notes of a new sheet of music eutitle<l, "The 
Ivock Drillers Ivcfrain," wafted through tlu; atmosphere 
of the court. It seems the foundation for a new apartment 
AA'as bcMiig excavated on the vacant lot. Unfortunately for 
the neighborhood, in order to complete this i)art of the job, 
"The Rock Drillers IJefrain," through some political pull, 
ran a night and da}^ shift, conseiiueutly the hissing steam 
and pounding of the drills was a continuous performance 
during the twenty-four hours. There is one thing peculiar 
about the hunmn organization. It can adapt itself to any 
situation. A continuous noise OA'er which we have no 
control ceases to annoy. While the Change family were 
partaking of a somewhat late breakfast they were lifted 
from their chairs by a terrific explosion and a piece of 
rock entering the dining room, carrying with it a section 
of window glass. They had hardly recovered from the 
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shock wlien imotlior oxplosion rocked them in another 
direction. 'Sir. Chancie called up the superintendent for 
an explanatiiin. "They are excavatiuii' the foundation of 
a new apartment house around on Riverside and the.y will 
be blowinij- out rocks for a couple of weeks yet." For the 
next fortnii^ht the Cliaui^^e family were like one sitting on 
a magazine, expecting any moment someone would touch 




A Ecmindir of tliu Driitist Chair. 



it off. The two weeks passed and also the Iwrsting dyna- 
mite and Hying rocks. 

No sooner had "The llock Drillers TJefrain" lost its 
chnrm Ihnu a new shed of music percokited through the 
n'w. Of ;ill llic noises Mr. ('hnuge had heard since he 
)ii<)\'('(l iiild llie ;ii);n'(inen(, Ihe new one "Wiis welcomed. 
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While listcuiiig to it, :\Ir. (Miaii<iv would slmi In's eyes iiu<l 
imagine Jiiiuself at lii.s eaiu]i in tlic Maine woods listening 
to Avliat is known in that eonntry as the "stake drivei-," 
but in tlie Empire State as the woodpeeker. The elevator 
hoys soon learned to sing and whistle "The vSteel Riveters 
Skeleton." 

Tlie noises in the courts and those in tlie immediate 




"The Man in the Overalls." 



neighborhood were not the only ones that disturbed the 
(■(luilihrium of the Change household. Fog often hung 
along the Hudson opposite the Change apartment. The 
fog alpliabet would not be so disturbing if s])oken in one 
tone, but every note from the low basso t<j the high soprano 
was boring holes through the fog, and as is often with 
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men discnssinc; politics, <>iifli one insisted on lieing heard 
at the same time; nor did the size of the boat regulate the 
sonnd. A little tui; would roar out its blasts with such 
deep guttural that it seemed to say, clear the track or the 
Itottom for yours. 

A steamer on which Mr. Change was coming from 
Europe in his younger days was rammed in a fog off the 
Newfoundland Coast, and if he had not been a good swim- 
mer he would not liave been disturbed by fog-horns on the 
Hudson in the year lOlO. Tlie fog-liorns did disturb Mr. 
Change, as it reminded liim of that awful night off Halifax 
as he was awakened liy the prow of a vessel entering his 
stateroom and bending his ribs as it pressed him against 
the partition. As Mr. Change gained the deck and seeing 
a steamer less than a quarter of a mile away and knowing 
his capabilities in the art of swimming, how safely he felt 
as to the outcome. 

In the public schools of this great city, how unfor- 
tunate and what neglect it shows, that large swimming 
tanks supplied by the ever changing salt water pumped 
from the bowels of the earth are not installed. Maritime 
city as we are, seldom it is during the year that each and 
every one of us doesn't trust our lives to Neptune. Some 
study might be dropped for that of swimming. The knowl- 
edge of a dead language is of little avail when one is 
llirown in to the Avater. (^ne who does not know how to 
swim seems not satisfied in drowning himself, but insists 
taking with him anyone within reach. Aside from the 
mere fact of learning to swim, there is no more healthful 
exercise, and from the standpoint of cleanliness from ob- 
servation of the scholars of our great public schools, there 
could be improvement in that direction. 

The Hudson River Railroad, or more strictly speak- 
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inp, "The New York Central Lines," supplied Mr. Change 
with anotlier noise and also a nosegay. Of all the bunco 
games played on the City of New York, the continued 
occupation by that railroad of tlie New York City line 
from Spuyten Duyvil down to Thirtieth Street deserves 
the blue ribbon. The smoke of the locomotives and the 
grind of the cars as they cross the switches permeated to 
the Change apartment. People know they are being choked 
with coal dust, kept awake nights by escaping steam, and 
that many are being run over and killed, yet there seems 
to be no remedy. When the time comes for a showdown 
the occupancy of that waterfront will show all the phases 
of corruption ever heard of since the days that Romulus 
and Remus donned their bathing suits and splashed water 
on each other as the Tiber traveled to the sea. 

The opposite court to the one that opened to Riverside 
Drive would be called an inside court, that is, there was 
no exit from it except through a small roofed passageway. 
It was the court on which the various kitchens were 
located, not only of the Change apartment house but, also 
an adjoining one. Through the passageway passed the 
garbage cans of tlie Change apartment liouse. The dumb- 
waiter was on the opposite side of the court from the 
passageway. The garbage Avould come down the dumb- 
waiter and be taken across the court to the passageway, 
a distance of about two hundred feet. A small car having 
an iron platform with iron wheels conveyed the garbage 
and ash cans across the concrete floor of the court, bring- 
ing the empty cans back. Tlie assistant janitor was the 
crew of tlie garbage express. "There were no banjo signals, 
slowdowns nor blocks set against it on the run from the 
vestibule of the dumb-waiter across the court to the 
passageway. Some of the bedrooms of the different 
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apartments opened on to tliis eonrt. A box of veronals 
went Avith each rent receipt for bedrooms so situated. 
Anotlier feature of tliis particular court was that nearly 
all tlie window sills were depositories of something in 
connection with the culinary department. The inventory 
Avould include juii's of mineral water, bottles of milk, 
pitchers with cloth tied over them, bowls with saucers 
thereon, fruit, botli in jars and in the raw, canned goods 
and hanging from the windows were feather dusters and 
mops, and during certain hours in the morning the bed- 
ding of the night before. 

To return to the garbage express. The schedule was 
so arranged that the tired liusiness man was often awak- 
ened by the roar of the garbage express across the court. 
Comidaints were made to the superintendent and a sugges- 
tion made if the time table of the garbage express couldn't 
be so arranged that the first train would start later in the 
day, be run on slower time, and if the platform couldn't 
lie covered and the wheels of some softer material than 
iron, and if tlie cans, especially the empty ones, couldn't 
be handled more gingerly. The appeals of the tenants 
fell on deaf ears with the usual result. The crew of the 
garbage express met the fate that an outraged public 
deals out to those who fail to realize the fact that the 
rulers in this country are the people. One morning, bright 
iiud early, there is some doubt as regards the bright, but 
none whatever as regards the early, the garbage express 
stai-ted on its accustomed rmi over the concrete court at 
its usual speed. The ex]>ress had made a couple of rounds 
when a tiTi'ihc crash and a groan brought the tenants to 
the windows. A jug of mineral water that had been cool- 
ing it.self on the window sill of the fourth floor had been 
hurled at the garbage express and had hit the crew amid- 
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ships. A bottle of milk f(jllowo(l next. Tlie bottle of milk 
seemed to give evervliody tlie eue. Two stndenls nf Colum- 
bia University, members of a family on the eighth floor, 




The Garbage Express. 



had been awaiting tlie opportunity to ])lace some empty 
beer bottles where they would do tlie most good. As one 
of the students was the star pitcher of the University 
baseball club, with every bottle he cut the home plate of 
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tlie crew of tlie ,i:,;irl)age express. The women of the varicjus 
apartments also joined in tlie fray. 

After the fusilade closed, the other employees ran 
in to the court to their comrades' assistance. What a 
sight met their eyes. The crew lay prostrate, surrounded 
with broken glass and crockery, mineral water, milk, ink, 
Hayes Hair Healtli, Syrup of Figs, Nux Vomica, glycer- 
ine, alcohol, "Lydia Pinkham," castor oil, Radway's Ready 
Relief, tin cans, shoe polish, all kinds of vegetables, in fact 
everj^thing contained in a well regulated apar-tment, ex- 
cept the furnishings. An ambulance had been summoned 
and the "crew" passed out through the passageway to the 
hospital. The first train out the next morning of the gar- 
bage express was scheduled later in the day, the running 
time reduced, the car platform and roadbed had been 
covered with linoleum, rubber wheels instead of iron, and 
the new "crew" informed of the experience of his p)rede- 
cessor. 

In the good old days of Peter Stuyvesant, the word 
worry was not in the lexicon of the municipality or the 
denizens of New Amsterdam, but today the city govern- 
ment has many worries, foremost being the money ques- 
tion. There is also another A^orry that affects the munici- 
pality and the iuhaliitant tlieiuiof, and that is what to do 
with its garbage. There is a wide difference between the 
two, as in the latter they don't know how to get rid of it. 
while in tlie former tlie troulile is to get hold of it. In the 
days of the open lireplace and the coal range, the garbage 
question Avas solved by crematicni, but when the gafe range 
put in an appearance, the city authorities in a measure, 
but more particularly the Knight of the Kitchen's greatest 
worry came with it. Not being able to burn a cast-off 
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match, a scrap (if pajicr or a bauana peel caused worlds of 
trouble all alone; the line. 

The city linanciers conduct their business along 
similar lines to those of a certain country merchant who, 
when his note came due at the bank, instead of paying it 
olT would cancel it by giviug a new note, adding in the 
interest due on the old <me, and wlien tlie bank got tired 
(»f the proceedings he wfiuld take liis overdraft over to 
some other bank. The city, in its endeavors to solve tlie 
financial question, attacks tlie wrong end. Instead of 
conserving the funds they do receive from taxation they 
are constantly on the hunt from what source they can 
raise more funds to distribute among the faitliful. 

To the Borough of Brooklyn we are indebted for the 
solution of the garbage question. Ko more worry on the 
part of the city fatliers concerning disposal plants. No 
more sneaking out of tht harbor and dumping the city 
refuse inside the limit line to the discomfort of the bather 
along Long Island's sandy sliores. Tliere is liardly a city 
in the world that hasn't low ground adjoining it, which 
can advantageously be filled. In the Borough of Queens 
its water front is indented by many marsh meadows, whose 
only production is salt liay, malaria and mosquitoes. One 
of the largest swamps — hundreds of acres — adjoins the 
town of Flushing. Under a contract with the city of 
IJrooklyn, a dumping company, for a nominal expense to 
the city, agreed to take care of all the garbage of the 
Borough. The dumping company bought up this Flushing 
swamp lands and dumped there tlie offal of the city of 
churches, making valuable land of what once was a swamp, 
and on account of decaying vegetables contained in the 
dumpage this new made land produced the most prolific 
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vfgetaiidii. The lauds riM.leriJH-'"] will lieroiiu' a great mauu- 
facturint;; ceiiter. 

The Ji'i'scv inarslics otlVr ilic Itorougli of jManhattan 
the same opijorlmiity as tJie (Queen's luarslies did the 
IJoi'ongli of Brooklyn and there will l)e marshes of New 
Jersey to fill in hnig after the undertaker is performing 




On the Way to the Dump. 

Hie last sad riles o\-er Hie cook ^^■ho is manipulating tlie 
gas I'ange in (he New York a]>artment house at tliis par- 
licular lime. 

Tlie Change family Jiad si)ent two weeks in the apart- 
ment '\\lien one night Ihey were all awakened by an awful 
stench ])ermealing the ai»artnient. They were great be- 
lievers in ]»lenty of fresh air, so the windows, especially 
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(if the bedrooms, Avere open at llie top and biitlom. Tliey 
eonld not believe tlie odor eauie from tlie outside and tliey 
kne-sv it was not illuminating gas. They had heard of 
sewer gas, and all thouglit that some pipe liad ))ecome 
disconnected in the building. Tlu^y called up tlie super- 
intendent and he told them that what they sm.elt was from 
New Jersey. It seems that along the Jersey side of the 




The Dump. 

ITudsou there are many factories which throw out ob- 
noxious gases, and when the wind is off sluu-e tlie con- 
taminated air distrilmtes itself along the New York side 
of the river. During the ()ccui)ancy of the aiiartment the 
Change family experienced, witli tlic rest of the popula- 
tion of the West side, a Jersey production woi-se than the 
proverbial moscpiito. 

A sorry day it was for the tenants of the Change 



S6 RF.XTIXG A FITiXISIIEO ArART:\rFJS'T 

apartment house wlien tlie j^enial supei'iuteudeut and the 
accommodatinji janitov handed in tlieii' i-esiianations. Under 
their guidanee everytliinji moved ah^ng satisfactorily. Tlie 
owner of the house couhln't believe tliat tlie tenants of an 
apartment could ))e contented and he, getting his pound 
of flesh, so he inaugurated a spy system and made it so 
unpleasant for tlie two eniploycM's that they resigned and 
he installed in tlieir places a pair, that from their voices 
and actions, must have been former employees of the street 
car service of JManhattan. Mr. f'liange often remarked 
that the way the New York public is handled l>y the trans- 
portation employes of tlie big town, reminded him of the 
time when lie was a sliipper of live stock from the plains 
to the Union Stock Yards, Chicago. As Mr. Change said, 
"all the street car employes lacked Avas the prod of the 
stock man." For the enlightenment of some reader a 
stock man's "prod" is a steel i)ointed round stick about 
six feet long, its use being to shove into an animal to make 
him "step lively." As time wore on, complaints came 
rolling in to tlie agent of tlie building. Tenants began 
moving out. Freight elevators were being clogged witli 
household goods, moving vans were blocking the street. 
Courts were construing the exact meaning of the fine print 
in leases. Dogs that had gotten h^ose from former teu- 
anls Avere loping back to the <dd home and barking at 
apartment doors. Tradesi)eople were auxitmsly inquiring 
whitlier their former cust(uner"s had flown. Tlie landlord 
in despair was on a still hunt for his former superin- 
tendent and janitor. ^Fr. Change, \vlio was somewhat of 
tlie Phineas Fogg sort of an individual, held tlie fort and 
A\as rejoiced one morning 1o learn tliat tlie old superin- 
tendent and janiior Axcre again on the job, ■with the assur- 
ance from the owner that they \vere again pilot and chief 



LIFE IS OXE THING AFTER ANOTHER 87 

engineer of the Change apartment to remain as long as 
thej lived. 




Learning Each Other's Language. 



The promenade of a black cat across the opposite 
court from Eiverside was a window sill. The next window 
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sill to the ])i'<)iiien;i(le was two feet away. The cat th()u<j;ht 
it ^I'eat sport to jniiip fi-oiii one window sill to the other. 
In one of her juni])S she landed aj^ainst a bottle of (Jreat 
IJear spriuj; water, sending the bottle end over end to 
the conrt below and on to]) of a pet dog, ending the dog"s 
career so far as this Avorld is concerned. Mr. Change saAv 
the ](erformance, was subpoenaed and to his annoyance 
s])ent seyeral days the following week yisiting a West Side 
court for a case to be called wherein a cat, Uear water, a 
one-eared Pekingese dog, contrilnitory negligence res 
(/(■xfiir and canine yaluation, were under consideration. 
It seems a lady who owned the dog preferred to air it in 
the court rather than the street, as on the street the dog 
had lost an ear in an argument with another of his species. 
Two Helu'ew la^yyers, an Irish judge, two determined 
women, three witnesses (two maids and Mr. Change), com- 
posed the cast. 

Mr. Change Ayhile making his daily call at the court 
and being informed that the case would not be reached 
that day resolyed that neyer again would he gaze out of 
the window of that rear apartment, but when the curtain 
was rung up and the play started, according to ^Ir. Change, 
it beat any comic opera running on I>roadway, and he 
Ayouldn't haye missed it for all the gold shipped to this 
country during the Eurojteau war. 

The nasal organs of the two Hebrews were so lengthy 
that no uuitter wlun'e they stood, when they faced each 
other, their noses interlocked. The Irish judge, who was 
born in the Emerald Isle, still retained some of the brogue 
be brougbt with him. The l\\d demure maids were cast 
for the bardesi jiarl. IJotli were in tears before they left 
the stand. The cross quest ioning of the two maids by the 
two legal luminaries, and "you must answer yes or no," 
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fired at tliem by llie stwu son of Kriii, so proYoked 3Ir. 
Change tliat before lie left tlie stand he had drawn his 
check for fifty dollars for contempt of court. 

On account of the fire in the belligerent's eyes the 
learned judge tliought it discretionary to take the papers 
and hand down liis decision when the clouds rolled by. 
Tlie Irish judge wittily remarked that he would render 
his decision when it rained "cats and dogs." 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE (URL FROM RIVERSIDE DRIVE 

PiiiOR td ;MisK Clianiio pnteriiifi Vassnr Collpfijo, slio 
sjT^nt one simiiner at the University of ^Maine, and while 
in tlie fnrnislied a]iai"tnient slic, at tlie snii'jiestiou of a 
dramatist, ^vI■ot(' lier experience wliilc at tlie University. 
Tlie sicit h(>reiu jiroduced was dramatized and had a run 
at one of tlie "try it on tlic dog" towns not a thousand 
miles from I>roadway. 

As t]H> curtain is rung up, tlie scene opens disclosing 
tlie valley of the Hudson above tlie Highlands. 

Attending one of the preparatory schools tliat line 
tliose historic sliores was a young lady from Riverside 
Drive, Xew York Uity. Wlien the time came for tlie clos- 
ing of the school for the year, the director informed her 
that if she could lie tutored in Latin during the summer 
she would be aide to get a diploma a year hence. 

On ]\IaiiK'"s largest lake her father OA\-ned a camp — 
there the family spent the summer days in the woods and 
on the water. From the cam]i a few hours journey away, 
was the U. of ^I., or, less abbreviated, the University of 
Maine. Like the preparatory school on the Hudson, it too, 
ovei'looked a beautiful I'ivei', which also has its source in 
the \\-o()(lc(l wildeniess i>\' the North. As one looked over 
the valley <d' (he I'enobscot from the campus of the U. of M. 
instead of tliose palatial steamers, the "Hendrik Hudson"' 
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and "Charles W. Movse," one saw loiio- rafts of logs wind- 
ing their way "down river." 

The third day after the annual arrival of tlie family — 
father, mother, sou and danghter — at the camp, tlie Latin 




The Preparatory School on the Hudson. 

question came up for consideration. Tlie son, who was a 
student at Columbia, suggested tliat liis sister attend the 
summer scliool of the I", of M. A few days tliereafter, 
while the father and sou were reeling in "strikes" from 
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oiu' of the best fisliing lakes in Maine, tlie motlier and 
ilauglitev "were at tlie public square in Bangor, taking the 
Old ToAvn (deetrie ear for Orono. Wliile preparing for 
tlie trij) the ladies sa-w nothing out of place for tliem to 
wear the same attire appropriate Avhile strcdling over the 
l)eautifid driveway that winds along the west bank of the 
Island of ^lanliattan. 

A ride of an hour through a hilly counti-y brougiit the 
ladies to the U. of M., the car line i)assing alongside the 
campus. Upon pressing a button a comely maid appeared 
and asked the Xe'\\- York delegation to be seated. The 
l»receptress A^'as informed that two fashionalily dressed 
ladies yycve in the reception room desirous of seeing her. 
The make up of the mother and daughter so surjudsed the 
preceptress that it Avas evident the dear lady had not 
'\^'andered far from her Orono fireside. 

"What can I do for you, ladies?" 

The mothei- replied that they called in reference to 
attending the summer school. Addressing her reply to 
the mother, tlu' precepti-ess asked: ' 

"AVhat subjects do you wish to take?" The daughter 
burst into laughter as the mother r(^plled : 

"It is not I who wish to attend the school, l)ut my 
daughter." 

AMiat a trausformati(Ui can W made by thc^ dress- 
jnaker and the drug store. Tlu> father fell out of a canoe 
when informed that his sixty-year-(dd partner had been 
taken for a school girl. 

"I!ut madam, is not vour daughter foo vounsr to re- 
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"I lliiiik udl. She is nineteen." 

The rni\'ersily of Elaine is a co-educational institu- 
idii. The summer scdiool ^\•as composed mostly of school 
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teacliei's, hotli in;il(> ;nt(l female— ])i-iiii-i])ally tlic luttcr. 
Tlie vdimj;' men of tlic Uiiivcrhiity Ix/.naii 1o make sliee]>isli 
eves al llic i^irl Ci-'oiii llivcvside. llcr ^•o\\iis and striking 
beauty became tlie ialk of tlie stu(h"nts of (lie University, 
and tlie yonnt;' bloods of Oi'ono tlock(Ml to the rnivei'sity 
"■rounds to admire — and sigh. The country school "marms" 




The "U. of M." 

began to be jealous of their city cousin. They saw the 
young men all attentiou to her while they were slighted. 
As time wore on young men as far down the line as 15angor 
made daily pilgrimages to Orono. The country maidens 
A\-ere benefitted from the OA'ertlow and began to make in- 
(luiries from their city cousin how they, too, could make 
themselves more attractive. 

On account of this influx of the male gender, studies 
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were noglocted. "Liglits out" liiificrefl into the moonliglit, 
an occasional Konico Avas seen proAvling about the grounds, 
and such denioralizatif)n liad set in that the faculty saw 
a halt would have to he called. 

They summoned before them the girl from Eiverside 
Drive. Hhe was informed of the fact that she was in 
Orono and not on Broadway — that she would liave to lay 
aside the dress and emhellisliment appropriate along tlie 
Hudson for those on tlie Penobscot, or the V. of j\[. would 
know her no more. Latin to her and a diploma from the 
.seminary in the Highlands were more important tlian the 
admiration of the country jakes of the Pine Tree State. 
Unbeknown to her fellow students, down to Bangor she 
went for the transformation. Rats, mice, switclies and 
barettes were put in cold storage. Soap and water washed 
away rouge and powder. Those lovely arms and slioulders 
passed from the sight of man. Her corset was loosene<l. 
French high-heeled shoes gave way to commonsense. The 
fetching gowns tliat were the admiration of the opposite 
sex, and the envy of her own, were sadly laid aside. Again, 
she boarded in Bangor's public square, the Old Town car — • 
how different than when she had stepped into the same 
car three weeks before. Xo admiring glances were cast 
at her by the stronger sex. No longer were the noses of 
the weaker sex turned u]^ in scoi-n. .Vcross tlie campus to 
her room — unrecognized — she flew. The butterfly had 
been missed during tlie day and no one knew where she had 
flown. Tl:e sup])er bell rang. To all outside the faculty, 
tliei'e was a stranger in her chair. Soon the transforma- 
tion was recognized. The magnet that had drawn the 
])resence and admiration of the male students had lost its 
charm — ai)])ointments were neglected — invitations were 
cancelled and, graduallv, the U. of M. assumed similar 
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conrlitions to those before tlie advent of tlie sirl from 
Riverside. The girl.s resolved tliat tlie pleasant experiences 
of the past fortnight must lie revived. A committee Avaited 
on the girl from Riverside and imiilored her to lead the 
way. They promised her if she would, and the faculty 




The Old Town Car, Bangor. 



threatened to expel her, thej' would all go, something they 
knew the U. of M. in its financial condition could not 
stand. 

The following Saturday, bright and early, the female 
contingent of the U. of M. boarded a special car over the 
]\raine Central for Bangor. The beauty parlors of the city 
at the head of navigation of the Penobscot, were crowded 
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t(i tlie (l(jor.s. Drcssiiiakris were put on a night and day 
turn — extended skiits were giving way to the hobble and 
slit. The shoe dealers were (eh'jiliouing to Boston for the 
latest French iiii]iorla( ions. Tlie dry goods merchants 
were sending rusJi orders for lace and lingerie galore. 
\\'ell-develo])ed "waists tliat liad never felt tlie pressure of 
Ihe arm of a love-siclv sAvain, were being measured for stays 
of steel. Tapering arms and beautifully moulded shoulders 
tiiat had never seen tlie sun were, in the near future, to be 
ex])osed, powdered — and no doubt admired. Pantaleted, 
innocent New England school "marms," wlio woTild rather 
dabble their skirts than raise them an incli, were being 
taught the art of so elevating their crinolines as to show 
bewitcliing liosiery. Hair tliat liad been parted in the 
middle and ])lastered close to the scalp, was being doubled 
and twisted in all directions. Even the language of the 
old NeAV England hills Avas passing with the rest. 

iSatui'day evening the pilgrims returned. Sunday 
])assed as formerly. ^Monday morning a procession of ex- 
l>ress Avagons, parcel jiost carriers, messenger boys, store 
clerks, dress titters, manieures, modistes, (bnicing masters 
and employees generally Avere trailing OA'er the campus 
lieading for the various domiciles of the students of the 
T'. of ]M. Students Avere standing in line to get a chance 
at the long distance telcjilione and the outfitters in l>angor. 
Telegrams wei'c being sent broadcast oA'er tlie State to the 
]>arents of llie students for increased alloAvances. From 
Killery Point to ra.ssama(|uoddy I'ay, coavs, hay and pota- 
toes Avere being sacriliced to meet tlie sudden demand for 
more ''I'oot ni' all e\il."' Telegrams began pouring in to 
llie faculty from ])arents re(|uesting an explanation. 

Tlie assembly bell rang summoning everybody to the 
front. Tlie President of the College demanded an explana- 
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tion for these extraordinary proooediiiiis — l)y unanimous 
request of tlie students, tlie fi'irl from liivei'side took tlie 
floor. During tlie four weeks sl:e liad been at tlie T'niver- 
sity, she had vii-tualjy made up lier Latin and cared little 
what took place, and, smarting under her treatment by 
the faculty, she was deliglited that an opportunity was 
offered for revenge. Addressing the President she said : 

"Statistics show that according to the population 
there are more unmarried women in Xew England tlian 
any other portion of tlie country. Tliere is not a woman 
on earth, wlio if she liad to choose between education and 
matrimony would take tlie former. One great help to 
matrimony of either sex is making one's self attractive. 
When I first came here, because I made myself attractive, 
I was sought after by the male contingent. By your 
orders, I made myself unattractive and the male gender, 
somewhat to my relief, ceased their attentions. My fellow 
students .saw the result of one making her.self attractive 
and decided that the ways of their parents and tlie de- 
mands of the faculty (if this I'niversity were a detriment 
to their accomplishing the aim of wcnnauliood, so they have 
decided that the Puritanical customs of New England 
must give way to those of the great White Way of New 
York. Friday evening, in this assembly liall, you will 
witness the transformation. The paraphernalia I formerly 
wore will be donned again, and that of my fellow students 
will be a counterpart. Invitations to our dance have been 
sent to the youths of Portland, Kineo and l>ar Harbor. 
The turkey trot, grizzly bear and bunny hug will be in 
evidence — in fact, we intend to put the University of Maine 
on the map." 

As tlie girl from Riverside sat down the President 
requested her attendance at his oftice in the morning and 
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dismissed tlio students. Tliat iii.ojit, with tlie assistance 
of lier roonnnate, tlie New York twirl's trnnk was packed 
and a taxi oi'<leved (o eatcli the 4 A. .M., ^^■estera bound, 
St. John's express. After breakfast at tlie Union Station 




Old Orchard Beach. 

at Bangor, she boarded tlie early niorning train over the 
Rangor and Aroostook for ]\fooseliead Lake and her 
father's camp. 

Consternation reigned among the students at the Uni- 
versity after they learned that their queen bee had flown. 
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Should all tliat lovely toi;<^vjT iiever be worn? Should 
telesi'iiius he sent 1o the hoys at I'ortland, Old Orchard, 
Kiueo and I'.ar Jlarhor callini;- off the Assend)ly IJall? 
I'nauiniously the siudents \'ole(l, iie^'er I 

In the closin.n hours of the summer school a great 
bonfire raged on the campus. Fearing if they returned 
home with the outfits they had brought 'with them, their 
parents Avould compel them t(j be worn again, and solicitous 
that they themselves might not stand the criticism of their 
townspeople, the students decided to cremate all former 
belongings. Calico, the price of which had l)een measured 
by the amount of farm ijroduce to be disposed of, wraps 
that were more appropriate on a horse than a human, were 
piled high on the funeral bier. Stockings that dear old 
gray-haired grandmothers had religiously knit from wool 
raised on the farm, were trailed over the cam])\is to their 
(b)om. Unadorned underwear, home umde shoes and freak- 
ish headgear A\ent u]) in smoke and, last but not least, 
billets-doux from now discarded, uut-outh ;ulmirers of 
their native handets A\ere added to the rest, and as the 
summer school closed the faculty of the V. of M. decided 
to bow to the inevitable, and resolved to name the new 
hall after the girl from Kiverside Drive. 
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CHAPTER YIII 

TRIAI.S AND Tl!IBULATIf)XK 




'i^'TTi^^ 



Mr. Change was sittinji' in an easy cliair in the parlor 
reading the morning paper and smoking liis favorite brand 
-when he saw a little slip of paper slioved throngh that 
same little crack beneath the door. The slip read as fol- 
lows : 

"■'To THE Patrons of the Restaurant." 
"On acconnt of a strike of our emploj^ees, we are unable 
to furnish any more meals at present. We hope within 
the next twenty-four hours to make the necessary arrange- 
ment to continue the service, of wliicli you Avill be duly 
uotified. Regretting the inconvenience this will cause our 
patrons and claiming that it is caused on account of a 
ridiculous demand on the part of our employees, we remain, 

Resi)ectfull,y yours, 

Ringgold & Co." 



A little thing like that did not disturb :Mr. Change. Mrs. 
Change was somewliat upset, but the daughter nearly 
Avent into hysterics. She had invited some friends to a 
card party that very evening and was to have given them 
a dinner in the restaurant. She didn't know what to do, 
but her mother came to the rescue. She summoned the 
chauffeur and awav they went to a fashionable hotel, made 
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the necessaiy arranspiiicnts and engagod taxis to take their 
guests to the bancjuet. 

AVitliiii forty-eiglit hours the restaurant was running 
again, tlie Change family in Die ineautinie liaving tal^en 
tlieir morning eott'ee and rolls in the kitchen. Mr. Change 
being served at the stationary tubs. The former employees 




The Harbor of New York. 

of the I'estaurant assembkHl just outside the apartment 
house and a(l('m])te(l to iutevview ('\('rybody who entered. 
They stoi>])cd all slraugers, Ihinkiug (liey might be strike- 
lireakers. Tliey spoke lo Ihe patrons \\hou\ they formerly 
ser\'ed and tried to e.xplain llie justice of their eontention. 
Tliev ma<le lliemselves such an infernal nuisance that the 



TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS 103 

Change family and the other occupants of the house made 
their entrance and exit from the rear of the apartment 
and through the court tliat opened on to Riverside Drive. 
The strikers soon found that the restaurant was running 
again, the new employees entering and leaving the huild- 
ing through the basement of an apartment opening into 
the Riverside court. This so angered the striking waiters 
that one night about twelve o'clock, closing time, every- 
body in the Riverside Drive court was awakened by an 
awful racket in the court. The striking waiters had "laid" 
for the "scabs" and as they were about evenly numbered, 
the battle lasted until the police entered the court and 
carted the ringleaders to the police station. During the 
progress of the fight and to get it over as soon as possible, 
the tenants opened up on the combatants with a fusilade 
of divers and sundry articles and after the battle was over 
the court was a counterpart to the other court at the time 
of the attack on the garbage express. 

Mr. Change always looked forward to the week-end 
l>om a hygienic standpoint. While on his Long Island 
estate a daily bath was part of his toilet. There the water 
supply came from the bowels of the earth — it seems that 
there could be a more cleanly word than bowels — whereas 
in the city it came from the heavens. We are taught that 
above is a much more desirable abode than down below, 
but the water supply of Nassau County, coming via the 
bowels of the eartli, is preferable to that coming over the 
surface. Mr. Change soon learned tliat it was unnecessary 
to go to Mount Clemens, Michigan, to get a mud bath, 
all he had to do was to rent a furnished apartment in New 
York. As tlie hour of 9 A. M. approached, the time Mr. 
Change usually took a bath, he noticed a little slip of 
paper under the door which read as follows: 
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"Yon arp lioroliy notified that on account of a ncMv 
wator main ronnpction to be made at West End Avenue 
and llOtli vStreet, tl:e water will be slint oif this day from 
9 A. M. to 4 r. M. Of this take due notice and govern 
yourself accordingly. 

"New York Water Department^ 
"per Kilgor." 

Mr. Change was too late for his bath, nor did he take 
one until the next day. When tlie water pipes are emptied, 
toucli not, nor taste not for tlie twenty-four liours follow- 
ing unless you are immune from typhoid fever. The water 
of New York City has caused many a fall from the water 
wagon. 

Speaking of West End Avenue, there is no more beau- 
tiful street in the big town. Tlie avenue is wide and un- 
dulating, both sides are lined by l)eautiful residences and 
imposing apartment houses and apartment hotels. A 
smootli pavement it has, and for some reason, greatly to 
the pleasure of tliose who reside thereon, it is shunned 
by traffic. Along that avenue is where the rising genera- 
tion of the wealthy get their first impression of this life. 
Expensive baby carriages Avith their precious freight, 
rolled along by wliite capped maids, line the Avide, smooth 
sidewalks of that liigli, clean and sunlit thoroughfare. In 
Avhat different surroundings are the offspring of the lowly 
but a few avenue l)loeks away. What different impressions 
on their innocent minds than of the well-to-do. Brought 
up in s(|ualor in some foul tenement, fronting on a filthy 
street, jxiorly nourished and clotlied, neglected during the 
day, deinoralizing scenes constantly before tliem, how can 
any one expect from many of tlieui other than a criminal 
life. Yet from lliat same localitv come some of our smart- 
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est men and woincn. l»ulilie school teaclier.s, wlio Iiavc 
made tlie rounds, tcdl us tluit the easiest to learn, the quick- 
est of conception, are anioujj,- the denizens of tlie j;Teat 
unwaslied of tlie tenements of the "East Side." 

The Cluiuge family had been but a montli in tlie paved 
city ere they found it Avas necessary to invest in tiiat 




West End Avenue. 

remedy which Noali was careful to see that tlie Ark con- 
tained a supply of, before he slioved off, "corn salve." Noah 
was a wise old coon ; he knew lie would need it on Mount 
Ararat. Tlie stone jiavement, witli no respite therefrom, .so 
affected all liands, or more ^irojierly speakim;, all feet, of 
the riianse family, tliat the little round box that is on the 
list of all law-al)i(lin.i> cliiroixidists became not only a 
household word, but a necessity. Unfortunately for the 



106 REXTIXG A FURNISHED APARTMENT 

riiange family, about the time that little hard substance 
was in its glory, the not unheard-of occurrence in con- 
nection with all well-regulated elevator apartments took 
place. The elevator stopped running. As Mr. Change, 
with a cane in one hand and a box of "one-night" in the 
otlier, hobl)led from the door of the apartment to the 
elevator and rang the bell, a voice came up the elevator 
shaft announcing the excruciating fact that "the elevator is 
not running." Mr. Change resolved then and there that if 
he ever rented another apartment it would be on the ground 
floor. Cane, corns and Change slowly wound their way 
down the seven flights of stairs. One of the elevator boys 
assisted Mr. Change to the waiting car. 

The most unpleasant incident during the occupancy 
of the apartment by the Cliange family was the sickness and 
death, from tuberculosis, of a young lady in an apartment 
across one of the courts. Some nights she slept on a cot 
near an open window and at other times in a tent on the 
roof. Tliat hacking cough, resounding through the courts, 
came with the breaking day, and at intervals continued 
throughout lier waking hours. A leading physician of the 
city, and a loving and attentive family were near her at 
all times, yet slowly and gradually she passed away. 

How unfortunate it is that through choice or com- 
pelling circumstances those who are threatened with con- 
sumption remain in this city where life is a cause, not a 
cure, for that dreaded disease, when relief is within the 
length of their cable toAV. 

In J\[r. Cliange's class in the Columbia College Law 
School was a young man from deneva, N. Y. Two of his 
brothers died from consumption. The family physician 
suggested, and his relatives implored him, to seek some 
other clime before be, too, was stricken. Following the 
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suggestion he went to Denver, Colorado, staging it from 
Omaha. In the high altitude of the Rockies, the germ 
never developed. Today, at the age of 70, on behalf of 
clients he is trying to influence juries in the courts of 
Denver to bring in verdicts contrary to the facts. 

The baseball club in Brooklyn with whom Mr. Change 
in his boyhood days played short stop, had among its 
members a young man seemingly stricken with the white 
plague. Drawing his small stipend from a Williamsburg 
bank, he engaged passage on a boat for Portland, Maine, 
and then to the termiaal of one of the branches of the 
Maine Central Railroad and by stage twenty miles to a 
sporting camp in the dense woods of the Pine Tree State. 
There he met and became intimately acquainted with the 
owner of one of the extensive logging industries of the State 
and became the lumberman's right hand man, living on 
beans, molasses and ozone. Today he is part owner of one 
of the largest wood pulp plants in the State. Although 
he is vice-president of the company he spends his time in 
the yards throwing logs around as if they were tooth- 
picks. 

The graduating class of the preparatory school on 
the Hudson, wliicli Miss Change attended, always gave a 
fair, the proceeds therefrom being devoted to sending 
some young woman afflicted with tuberculosis to a certain 
sanitarium in the Adirondacks. The young lady sent by 
the graduating class, of which Miss Change was a member, 
recovered her health in that high, healthy resort, and today 
is an assistant in the sanitarium. Every night on her 
bended knees she thanks the All-Seeing One and the 
Preparatory School for her escape from the most dreaded 
disease, with the possible exception of cancer, that afflicts 
the human race. 
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Tlie pale faces of little cliildreii a]>pearing at the 
windows of many of the apartments aronsed Mr. Change's 
sympatlietic nature. He conld onl.y compare it with the 
Trinees in tlie Tower in the days of liiehard the Tliird. 
How contrary to all laws of natnre are the lives of the 
little ones in those tall iron and concrete structures. 




The Sanitarium in the Adirondacks. 

I'.ronght up on a bottle, so as not to interfere with tlie 
social enii'agements of its mother, turned over to ignorant 
nurses, no\\liere to go exceiit along tlie stony jiavement of 
tlie great city, unless il lie some ]iark "wliere the grass grt)ws 
(o he admired, dressed in line, uncomi'orlahle toggery ]iro- 
iiihiling freedom of aclion, and afler an outing of an lumr 
oi- two hrounht hack to tlie dungeon, ('an a child lav the 
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foundation of a licaltliv and viiiorons constilution under 
sucli conditions, or isn't it more likely tlial siicli a life leads 
to disease and eavly death? 

There is an old saying in the eoindi-y, "the poorer tlie 
faniih', the more doiis." The more aristocratic the New 
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York rity apartment, the more canine ])ets you fiiut therein. 
To tliose who own an apartment house do.u', "it is the 
s-weetest little darlin.n' on earth," hut to the lessee who 
rented an apartment, not a doii' kennel, it is dilfei'ent. 
The apartment house dog has a cinch. He lakes precedent 
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over the children. When his time arrives for an airing, no 
ignorant nurse drags liiiu around by tlie neck, but some 
member of tlie family willingly holds the leash. In the 
apartment just beneath that of Mr. Change was a Pom- 
eranian dog. He slept with his "missy," and every morn- 
ing about daybreak "the sweet little darling who wouldn't 
harm anybody," struck the "tuning up" time. If it had 
Iteen a big St. Bernard, with the occasional basso bark, he 
would not have been a disturber, but not so with a con- 
tinuous high soprano. "How cruel it was for that naughty 
man on the floor above to complain about my little dar- 
ling." A fight between two bull dogs in an apartment 
elevator was one of ^Ir. Change's experiences. One morn- 
ing, as the elevator stopped at the seventh floor to take on 
Mr. Change on its way down, it had as occupants, besides 
the operator, an elderly lady, a bull dog on one end of a 
leash and a woman on the other. At the sixth floor entered 
another bull dog leashed and chaperoned, also by a woman. 
No sooner did the second dog enter the elevator than the 
two dogs sprang at each other, and as tlie fight progressed 
they wound their leashes around the legs of the elderly 
lady, she losing her balance and falling to the floor. Mr. 
Change helped her to lier feet while the owners gxabbed 
their dogs and unwound the leashes. During the melee the 
East Indian elevator boy continued to operate the lift as 
if a dog fight was of daily occurrence. 
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'BACK TO THE SOIL 



A VERY necessary and important adjunct to an apart- 
ment house is the dumb-waiter. It is a delightful revelation 
in New York to discover a waiter where tippino; is an un- 
known quantity. This particular waiter is not only dumb 
but also deaf. If it was otherwise, it would not long endure. 
The occupant of an apartment house for amusement need 
not seek vaudeville; all that is necessary is to open the 
door of the dumb-waiter and hearken. All the dialects of 
the Tower of Babel will greet you. You will hear the 
French maid on the top floor finding fault with the ice-man 
for ze smallness of ze cake of ice. The Israelite on the next 
floor will threaten to throw up his lease if he cannot be 
served first, last and all tlie time. The maid from the 
Emerald Isle on the next floor will be informing the 
butcher tluit his tougli piece of meat spoilt the stew, and 
if he will come up there, she will knock his bh»ck off, be- 
gorrah. You will hear the bachelor in cultured English 
acquainting the janitor of the fact that the wine merchant 
assured him that the bottle of Burgundy was also in the 
case when delivered at the apartment. Tlie colored maid 
on the third floor will be informing the laundryman tliat 
she will lose her position if the missing wearing apparel 
is much longer delayed. The German on the second floor 
will bewail the loss of his sauerkraut, and the man on 
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tlic liToiiiid HoDi' will lie ;icriis('(l (if ])iii-l(>i7iiiiii' Hie iiiissiTii;- 
l)i»lllc (if milk, yd I 1ii-i)U,l;1i i( all (lie ]>(»i)r -wailcr ^vitll a 
rope ai-()iiii(l ilsncck is pal iciil ly |icrr(iniiiii,u' ils diil y witli- 
(Mil any liojic (if rcwavd. 

It is (lonlitful if tlicrc is a hnildiini on Maidiattan 
Island that s(nn(' linr.iilar lias not visited while plj-ing his 




Riverside Drive, Grant's Tomb. 

vocaticn. and many of them liave had as many l)ni'i>lars as 
tenanls. The ](olice (ell ns there ai-e at h>ast ten tiionsand 
e.\-con\-ic1s in tlie city all the tim(>. How secnre Ave feel 
when noin.n home at nii^ht, and how deliutitful it is to 
snrmise thai jxissihly your fellow strap-hanger has daily 
mai'ched 1o the ( nne of the "lock-step." 

When Mr. Change was a stock raiich(>r on the ]»lains, 
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it naturally recpiinHl iiioucy to buy stock, ho Ih> always 
carried a s^ood sized "roll" and as rolls were usually souiilit 
after, a gun was a lu'cesary side partner thereto, and as 
a gun is of little conse(|uence unless you know how to use 




The Cook Can "Wave to the Cop. 



it, Mr. Change tlirougli in'aetice became a marksman of no 
mean order. Having ac(|uired the habit of having a gun 
nearby, especially at night, Jlr. Change kept one handy 
while sojourning in the furnished ai)artment. 
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From file bead of the bed occupied by Mr. Change, 
one could see the bedroom windoAv.s of several of the apart- 
ments across the way on tlie Kiverside court. Often busi- 
ness affairs disturb one's slumber. One bright moonlit 
night about 2 A. M., as Mr. Change lay awake trying to 
solve a business problem of tlie coming day, he noticed a 
rope hanging down from tlie roof of the apartment house 
acro.ss the court. While lying there and Avondering what 
the rope was for, he saw a man with a pack on his back 
crawling out of the window of one of the apartments. 
The man took hold of the rope and swung himself and pack 
from the window sill and sIoavI}^ hand under hand, slid 
down the rope. Mr. Change knew it was a burglar and 
how to stop him was the question. Mr. Change could have 
M'inged him had he chosen, but taking human life was not 
the business he was jjursuing. The fellow had slid down to 
about three stories from the ground when Mr. Change 
concluded to try his markmanship on the rope. The second 
shot severed it and the burglar and his pack lay in a heap 
on the concrete floor of tlie court. Mr. Change was as 
innocent as any of the tenants and this narrative is the 
first disclosure of who was the cause of the broken leg and 
dislocated shoulder of a certain burglar who was carted 
off to the hospital from Iviverside Drive at One Hundredth 
Street on a bright Dcnember morn. 

lie was not the only burglar on the beach. The cu.s- 
tom of the ai»artment was not to let any one go up unless 
they gave the "countersign,"' or, in otlier words, answered 
a few (luestioiis ])ro])ounded to liim oi' her by one of the 
attendants. The apartment house in New York is like the 
shad nets in the Hudson, some tish are bound to slip 
through. 

One rather disagreeable afternoon Mrs. and Miss 
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Change decided tliey would stay by their own fireside. A 
ring at the door and tliere stood a tall heavily-built man 
with iron gray hair. Throwing back the lapel of his coat 
and displaying a shield, he informed Mrs. Change that he 
was the gas inspector and was there to examine the gas 
jets to see if there were any leaks. He was admitted. He 
lead such a pleasant face and was so far along in life tliat 
the ladies were not aware tliat one of tlie worst criminals 
in New York was in their apartment. ^Irs. Cliange in- 
formed him tliat they never used the gas only in the gas 
stove. AVhen lie informed the ladies that lie had found a 
small leak in [Mrs. Change's bedroom, she agreed with the 
inspector, remarking that she thought she had detected 
a slight odor of gas, something you can generally tind in 
anjr New Ycn-k apartment. Tlie "inspector" lit all tlie 
gas jets, getting Mrs. Cliange, Avliile he repaired tlie sup- 
l)Osed leak in her room, to watch tlie meter dial and see if 
it moved, and stationed the dauglitcr in the batli room to 
see if she could det(H-t any flicker, and as ;\lr. Cliange 
remarked on his return, "I suppose if I had been liere, he 
would had me gazing at some otlier gas fixture far removed 
from the scene of action." 

In a few moments the "insjiector" came out of the 
bedroom and informed the ladies tliat he had left some 
of his tools down at the vestibule liut would be right back, 
and they better continue to watch the dial and the gas 
jet. Mrs. Change's -watch and chain, a diamond brooch 
and two diamond rings, which were in one of the bureau 
drawers, left at tlie same time as tlie "gas inspector." The 
only regret Mr. Change expressed was that he hadn't 
turned his artillery on the otlier Imrglar instead of the 

rope. 

Among other literature poked under the little crack 
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Ix'lnw tlie dooi' was tlie aiinouuceincut tliat the Woman's 
Politioal rnioii was takini; a straw vote of the hhx'k to 
asi-ertain llic vi(■^^•s of llie male iiiliahilanls llicrcof with 
regard to the (luesliou of "N'otes for ^\'ollleu." The cir- 




Preferablp as Voters to the Scum of Europe. 



ciihir requested tlie A'oter to write liis Aiews on tlie en- 
closed sli]) of paju'r and return tlie same in the enehised 
enveh)i)e. As the euveh)])!' was stamped and addressed, the 
receiver eouhl liardly nejilect to comply. ^Ir. riiano'e was 
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handed the request and as it was a matter lie considered 
of serious import he wrote his views, as follows: 

"I believe that an educational and property qualifi- 
cation, especially the former, should determine the' question 
of the elective franchise. It is unnecessary that the voter 
should speak a dozen lauiiiiaiies or own a city block, yet 
the person should be able to read and write the English 
language and be a taxpayer. Any one complying with 
those qualifications and being a citizen of the United 
States and of proper age should liave tlie priviledge of 
exercising the elective franchise, irrespective of sex, color 
or disposition. "Mr. Change.'^ 

Mr. ('hange while in Denver in the long ago had a 
narrow escape from losing his life in a hotel fire, having 
had to jump from the fourth floor into a fireman's net, 
and ever after when lie was located above the second floor 
he looked the situation over to see how to get out in case 
of fire. Mr. Change was a drummer boy in the Army of the 
Potomac and he never forgot what they used to tell about 
General McClellan. They said that "Little Mac" never 
went into a battle until lie first figured out how he could 
retreat in case he got whipped, and Mr. Change always 
applied that story when he found himself looking out of 
a window far removed from the ground. Some days after 
the arrival of Mr. Change at the apartment, he made 
inquiries a la (Jeueral McClellan. Tliere were no outside 
flre-escapes on the apartment house. They ahvays require 
them on flat houses. For an explanation of this a wag 
in the police department said that the flat houses were 
occupied by the Avorking people and the apartments by 
the idle rich, and tlie authorities considered it more im- 
portant for the future of the republic to save the former 
than the latter. 
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Mr. Cliange's first iii(|niry Avas met witli the replj', 
"This apartment is fire-iwoof, it caunot get afire. We 
don't require outside fire-escapes." [Mr. (Miange liad iieard 
of the unsinkable ship going to tlie ))ottom and tlie un- 
loaded gun killing people, conseciuentlv he classed the fire- 
proof building in the same category. Tl:ey showed him 
how easy it Avas to get di)A\n stairs or out on to the rtjof 
and so descend to adjoining buildings. They claimed the 
elevator was fire])roof with the rest, and that there were 
fireproof stair.'^ from one story to the other, that the coil 
of hose and nozzle Avas fireproof, that the superintendent 
was fireproof, and as they said about tlie AA'orldly goods 
of Mrs. Murjjhy, "and the pigs are Irish too." ]S'otAvith- 
standing all this, Mr. diange ueAcr Avent to bed AAhile in 
the apartment Avithout tJiiuking of the Avise ])recaution of 
the hero of Antietam. 

The lease on tlie Change apartment expired on JMarch 
first. As 3Iarch first came on Sunday, the family intended 
to moA^e back to their Long Island home on tlie preceding 
Saturday. A week before the expiration of the lease, Mrs. 
Change receiA'ed a call from their former serA'ants Avho 
said they Avere dissatisfied Avith their present positions 
and if she Avanted them to return to her employment 
they Avould ])e pleased to do so, to which ^Irs. Change gladly 
consented. The Friday night before the Saturday that 
the Change family intended to return to the Long Island 
home was occupied until midnight packing trunks and 
grips, and they all retired feeling happy that on the 
morrow they were to bid good-bAe to what ilr. Chanee 
commenced to call "the death house." About 2 A. M. the 
whole family were lu'ought to their feet by the continuous 
ringing of the telephtme, pounding on the door and an 
uproar in the inside court, and the smell of smoke in the 
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apartment. Rusliiug to the telephone, Mr. Change was 
informed that tlie apartment Iiouse "was on fire and on 
aoconnt of the heat, the elevator was not running. Mr. 
Cliange ox>ened the door, but on account of the smoke 
closed it, seeing tliere was nf» escape in tliat direction. 
The Change family realized tliat it was impossible to reach 
or make an exit by the stairs or by the apartments front- 




They Risk Their I^ives for Ours. 

iug on the street. The only way they could be saved was 
from the Avindows opening into the Riverside Drive court. 
Mr. Change had commenced making a rope, so to speak, 
by tieing sheets together, as the fire companies rushed into 
Riverside Drive. The firemen carried extension ladders 
into the court and as the fire had not reached that side of 
the building, the Change family, partially dressed, were 



120 RENTING A FTiRMSIIKI) ArARTMENT 

carried down tlie ladders by the firemen, and tliroug;li the 
kindness of tlie tenants of tlie opposite apartments were 
furnished witli shelter and clothing'. All the belongings of 
the Change family were lost. The Chauffeur took them to 
the Pennsylvania Terminal and as IMr. (,'hange passed 
under tlie East River for his Long Island home he prayed 
that the roof of the tunnel would cave in and drown him 
if ever again he was doomed to rent a furnished apartment. 



THE END 



"When the Wildwood Was in Flower" 

This book is written in the same entertainiuij; 
iiuiuner as the volume you have just read, and tells 
t)f the fifteen years the author spent on the plains 
iis a stockman, before and after the days of rail- 
roads. The author was a shipper of live stock to 
(■'hicago before, during, and after the formation of I 
tlie Beef Trust, and relates how he, with otlier | 
stockmen, was driven out of business by tliat 
gigantic combination. The book is printed on 
specially made ■\^'ood-cut paper, from large ty]H% 
and contains one hundred and tAventy-fivc pages, 
fnUj illustrated with forty Iialf-toue pictures from 
pliotograplis, and liouud in attractive cloth binding. 
Price one dollar. 

It can be secured at all bookstores, or it '\\ill lie 
sent by mail, postpaid, upon receipt of price, f 1.00. 

Address all orders to 

J. S. OGILVIE PUBLISHING COMPANY 

Box 767 - - - 57 Rose Street, New York 
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g The first literary efi'ort by G. Smith Stanton, g 

I Where the Sportsman Loves to Linger, i 

*^ . g 

^ was pronounced by many of its readers to be one of g 

g the most interesting of little volumes. Chief Justice g 

^ Fuller, of the United States Supreme Court, wrote Mr. g 

^ Stanton that it was "the most excellent and vivid g 

S brochure " he had ever read. The book describes the S 

^ three most popular canoe trips in the State of Maine ^ 

g — the Allagash, and the East and West Branches of ^ 

^ the Penobscot. The author tells most entertainingly ^ 

^ of his hunting and fishing experience, and also gives ^ 

^ plenty of information and advice useful to the reader, ^ 

^ as he takes him from New York City by the Maine § 

^ Steamship Company Line to Portland, thence through ^ 

^ the Maine woods, and brings him back to the city by the ^ 

^ Fall River Line. The story is one of actual experiences, § 

% and the author was fortunate to have as his companion § 



Dr. Hazelton, of Bangor, one of the best amateur 
camera artists in the country, and the book contains 



J9. eighty half-tone pictures of the scenery and the wild ^ 

jst animals of the Maine woods. ^ 

» The book is printed on specially made wood-cut ^ 

» paper, from large type, contains one hundred and g 

« twenty-five pages, fully illustrated, and is bound in » 

» attractive cloth binding, with printed inset on the S 

» front cover. Price, one dollar. » 

^ It can be secured at all bookstores, or it will be ^ 

» sent by mail upon receipt of price, $1.00, « 

g J. S. OQILVIE PUBLISHING COflPANY, | 

i BOX 767. 57 ROSE STREET, NEW YORK, f 



